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12 February 2023   2 before Lent  
 

The Collect 

Almighty God, you have created the 

heavens and the earth and made us in 

your own image: 

teach us to discern your hand in all your 

works and your likeness in all your 

children; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who with you and the Holy Spirit reigns 

supreme over all things, 

now and for ever. 

 

First Reading  Romans 8.18-25 
18I consider that the sufferings of this 

present time are not worth comparing 

with the glory about to be revealed to 

us. 19For the creation waits with eager 

longing for the revealing of the children 

of God; 20for the creation was subjected 

to futility, not of its own will but by the 

will of the one who subjected it, 21in 

hope that the creation itself will be set 

free from its bondage to decay and will 

obtain the freedom of the glory of the 

children of God. 22We know that the 

whole creation has been groaning in 

labour pains until now; 23and not only 

the creation, but we ourselves, who 

have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan 

inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 

redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope 

we were saved. Now hope that is seen 

is not hope. For who hopes for what is 

seen? 25But if we hope for what we do 

not see, we wait for it with patience. 

  

Gospel   Matthew 6.24-34 

Jesus said, “No one can serve two 

masters; for a slave will either hate the 

one and love the other, or be devoted 

to the one and despise the other. You 

cannot serve God and wealth.   
25‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry 

about your life, what you will eat or 

what you will drink, or about your body, 

what you will wear. Is not life more than 

food, and the body more than clothing? 
26Look at the birds of the air; they 

neither sow nor reap nor gather into 

barns, and yet your heavenly Father 

feeds them. Are you not of more value 

than they? 27And can any of you by 

worrying add a single hour to your span 

of life? 28And why do you worry about 

clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, 

how they grow; they neither toil nor 

spin, 29yet I tell you, even Solomon in all 

his glory was not clothed like one of 

these. 30But if God so clothes the grass 

of the field, which is alive today and 

tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will 

he not much more clothe you— you of 

little faith? 31Therefore do not worry, 

saying, “What will we eat?” or “What 

will we drink?” or “What will we wear?” 
32For it is the Gentiles who strive for all 

these things; and indeed your heavenly 

Father knows that you need all these 

things. 33But strive first for the kingdom 

of God and his righteousness, and all 

these things will be given to you as well. 
34So do not worry about tomorrow, for 

tomorrow will bring worries of its own. 

Today’s trouble is enough for today.’  
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19 February 2023 Last Before Lent  

 

The Collect 

 

Almighty Father, 

whose Son was revealed in majesty 

before he suffered death upon the 

cross: 

give us grace to perceive his glory, 

that we may be strengthened to suffer 

with him and be changed into his 

likeness, from glory to glory; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

First Reading   Exodus 24.12-18 
12The LORD said to Moses, ‘Come up 

to me on the mountain, and wait there; 

and I will give you the tablets of stone, 

with the law and the commandment, 

which I have written for their 

instruction.’ 13So Moses set out with his 

assistant Joshua, and Moses went up 

into the mountain of God. 14To the 

elders he had said, ‘Wait here for us, 

until we come to you again; for Aaron 

and Hur are with you; whoever has a 

dispute may go to them.’ 
15Then Moses went up on the mountain, 

and the cloud covered the mountain. 
16The glory of the LORD settled on 

Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it 

for six days; on the seventh day he 

called to Moses out of the cloud. 17Now 

the appearance of the glory of the 

LORD was like a devouring fire on the 

top of the mountain in the sight of the 

people of Israel. 18Moses entered the 

cloud, and went up on the mountain. 

Moses was on the mountain for forty 

days and forty nights.  

 

Gospel Matthew 17.1-9 

Six days after Peter had acknowledge 

Jesus a the Christ, the Son of the living 

God, 1Jesus took with him Peter and 

James and his brother John and led them 

up a high mountain, by themselves. 2And 

he was transfigured before them, and his 

face shone like the sun, and his clothes 

became dazzling white. 3Suddenly there 

appeared to them Moses and Elijah, 

talking with him. 4Then Peter said to 

Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us to be here; 

if you wish, I will make three dwellings 

here, one for you, one for Moses, and 

one for Elijah.’ 5While he was still 

speaking, suddenly a bright cloud 

overshadowed them, and from the 

cloud a voice said, ‘This is my Son, the 

Beloved; with him I am well pleased; 

listen to him!’ 6When the disciples heard 

this, they fell to the ground and were 

overcome by fear. 7But Jesus came and 

touched them, saying, ‘Get up and do 

not be afraid.’ 8And when they looked 

up, they saw no one except Jesus 

himself alone. 
9As they were coming down the 

mountain, Jesus ordered them, ‘Tell no 

one about the vision until after the Son 

of Man has been raised from the dead.’  
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26 February 2023 

First Sunday of Lent 

 

The Collect 

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ 

fasted forty days in the wilderness, 

and was tempted as we are, yet without 

sin: give us grace to discipline ourselves in 

obedience to your Spirit; 

and, as you know our weakness, 

so may we know your power to save; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

First Reading  Genesis 2.15-17; 3.1-7 
15The LORD God took the man and put 

him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep 

it. 16And the LORD God commanded the 

man, ‘You may freely eat of every tree of 

the garden; 17but of the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil you shall not 

eat, for in the day that you eat of it you 

shall die.’ 

1Now the serpent was more crafty than 

any other wild animal that the LORD God 

had made. He said to the woman, ‘Did 

God say, “You shall not eat from any tree 

in the garden”?’ 2The woman said to the 

serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of the 

trees in the garden; 3but God said, “You 

shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is 

in the middle of the garden, nor shall you 

touch it, or you shall die.”’ 4But the 

serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not 

die; 5for God knows that when you eat of 

it your eyes will be opened, and you will be 

like God, knowing good and evil.’ 6So when 

the woman saw that the tree was good for 

food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, 

and that the tree was to be desired to 

make one wise, she took of its fruit and 

ate; and she also gave some to her 

husband, who was with her, and he ate. 
7Then the eyes of both were opened, and 

they knew that they were naked; and they 

sewed fig leaves together and made 

loincloths for themselves.  

 

Gospel Matthew 4.1-11 
1After Jesus was baptized, he was led up by 

the Spirit into the wilderness to be 

tempted by the devil. 2He fasted for forty 

days and forty nights, and afterwards he 

was famished. 3The tempter came and said 

to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, 

command these stones to become loaves 

of bread.’ 4But he answered, ‘It is written,  

“One does not live by bread alone, but by 

every word that comes from the mouth of 

God.”’ 
 

5Then the devil took him to the holy city 

and placed him on the pinnacle of the 

temple, 6saying to him, ‘If you are the Son 

of God, throw yourself down; for it is 

written,  “He will command his angels 

concerning you”,  and “On their hands they 

will bear you up,  so that you will not dash 

your foot against a stone.”’ 
7Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is written, “Do 

not put the Lord your God to the test.”’  

8Again, the devil took him to a very high 

mountain and showed him all the kingdoms 

of the world and their splendour; 9and he 

said to him, ‘All these I will give you, if you 

will fall down and worship me.’ 10Jesus said 

to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! for it is 

written, “Worship the Lord your God, and 

serve only him.”’ 11Then the devil left him, 

and suddenly angels came and waited on 

him. 
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5 March 2023 

Second Sunday of Lent 

 

The Collect 

Almighty God, you show to those who 

are in error the light of your truth, 

that they may return to the way of 

righteousness:  grant to all those who 

are admitted into the fellowship of 

Christ’s religion, that they may reject 

those things that are contrary to their 

profession, and follow all such things as 

are agreeable to the same; 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

First Reading  Genesis 12.1-4a 
1The LORD said to Abram, ‘Go from your 

country and your kindred and your father’s 

house to the land that I will show you. 2I 

will make of you a great nation, and I will 

bless you, and make your name great, so 

that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless 

those who bless you, and the one who 

curses you I will curse; and in you all the 

families of the earth shall be blessed.’ 4So 

Abram went, as the LORD had told him; 

and Lot went with him. 

Gospel John 3.1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee named 

Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He 

came to Jesus by night and said to him, 

‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 

who has come from God; for no one can 

do these signs that you do apart from the 

presence of God.’ 3Jesus answered him, 

‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the 

kingdom of God without being born from 

above.’ 4Nicodemus said to him, ‘How 

can anyone be born after having grown 

old? Can one enter a second time into 

the mother’s womb and be born?’ 5Jesus 

answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one 

can enter the kingdom of God without 

being born of water and Spirit. 6What is 

born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born 

of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be 

astonished that I said to you, “You must 

be born from above.” 8The wind blows 

where it chooses, and you hear the 

sound of it, but you do not know where 

it comes from or where it goes. So it is 

with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’ 
9Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can these 

things be?’ 10Jesus answered him, ‘Are you 

a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 

understand these things? 

11‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what 

we know and testify to what we have 

seen; yet you do not receive our 

testimony. 12If I have told you about 

earthly things and you do not believe, 

how can you believe if I tell you about 

heavenly things? 13No one has ascended 

into heaven except the one who 

descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 
14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent 

in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man 

be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in 

him may have eternal life. 16For God so 

loved the world that he gave his only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may 

not perish but may have eternal life. 
17Indeed, God did not send the Son into 

the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved 

through him.’  
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12 March 2023 

Third Sunday of Lent 

 

The Collect 

Almighty God, whose most dear Son 

went not up to joy but first he suffered 

pain, and entered not into glory before 

he was crucified: mercifully grant that 

we, walking in the way of the cross, 

may find it none other than the way of 

life and peace; through Jesus Christ your 

Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

First Reading  Exodus 17.1-7 
1From the wilderness of Sin the whole 

congregation of the Israelites journeyed 

by stages, as the LORD commanded. 

They camped at Rephidim, but there 

was no water for the people to drink. 
2The people quarrelled with Moses, and 

said, ‘Give us water to drink.’ Moses 

said to them, ‘Why do you quarrel with 

me? Why do you test the LORD?’ 3But 

the people thirsted there for water; and 

the people complained against Moses 

and said, ‘Why did you bring us out of 

Egypt, to kill us and our children and 

livestock with thirst?’ 4So Moses cried 

out to the LORD, ‘What shall I do with 

this people? They are almost ready to 

stone me.’ 5The LORD said to Moses, 

‘Go on ahead of the people, and take 

some of the elders of Israel with you; 

take in your hand the staff with which 

you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will be 

standing there in front of you on the 

rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and 

water will come out of it, so that the 

people may drink.’ Moses did so, in the 

sight of the elders of Israel. 7He called 

the place Massah and Meribah, because 

the Israelites quarrelled and tested the 

LORD, saying, ‘Is the LORD among us 

or not?’  

Gospel John 4.5-42 
5Jesus came to a Samaritan city called 

Sychar, near the plot of ground that 

Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 
6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired 

out by his journey, was sitting by the 

well. It was about noon. 
7A Samaritan woman came to draw 

water, and Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a 

drink.’ 8(His disciples had gone to the 

city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan 

woman said to him, ‘How is it that you, 

a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of 

Samaria?’ (Jews do not share things in 

common with Samaritans.) 10Jesus 

answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of 

God, and who it is that is saying to you, 

“Give me a drink,” you would have 

asked him, and he would have given you 

living water.’ 11The woman said to him, 

‘Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is 

deep. Where do you get that living 

water? 12Are you greater than our 

ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, 

and with his sons and his flocks drank 

from it?’ 13Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone 

who drinks of this water will be thirsty 

again, 14but those who drink of the 

water that I will give them will never be 

thirsty. The water that I will give will 

become in them a spring of water 

gushing up to eternal life.’ 15The woman 
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said to him, ‘Sir, give me this 

water, so that I may never be thirsty or 

have to keep coming here to draw 

water.’ 
16Jesus said to her, ‘Go, call your 

husband, and come back.’ 17The woman 

answered him, ‘I have no husband.’ Jesus 

said to her, ‘You are right in saying, “I 

have no husband”; 18for you have had 

five husbands, and the one you have 

now is not your husband. What you 

have said is true!’ 19The woman said to 

him, ‘Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 
20Our ancestors worshipped on this 

mountain, but you say that the place 

where people must worship is in 

Jerusalem.’ 21Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, 

believe me, the hour is coming when 

you will worship the Father neither on 

this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You 

worship what you do not know; we 

worship what we know, for salvation is 

from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, 

and is now here, when the true 

worshippers will worship the Father in 

spirit and truth, for the Father seeks 

such as these to worship him. 24God is 

spirit, and those who worship him must 

worship in spirit and truth.’ 25The 

woman said to him, ‘I know that 

Messiah is coming’ (who is called 

Christ). ‘When he comes, he will 

proclaim all things to us.’ 26Jesus said to 

her, ‘I am he, the one who is speaking to 

you.’ 
27Just then his disciples came. They were 

astonished that he was speaking with a 

woman, but no one said, ‘What do you 

want?’ or, ‘Why are you speaking with 

her?’ 28Then the woman left her water-

jar and went back to the city. She said 

to the people, 29‘Come and see a man 

who told me everything I have ever 

done! He cannot be the Messiah, can 

he?’ 30They left the city and were on 

their way to him. 
31Meanwhile the disciples were urging 

him, ‘Rabbi, eat something.’ 32But he said 

to them, ‘I have food to eat that you do 

not know about.’ 33So the disciples said 

to one another, ‘Surely no one has 

brought him something to eat?’ 34Jesus 

said to them, ‘My food is to do the will 

of him who sent me and to complete his 

work. 35Do you not say, “Four months 

more, then comes the harvest”? But I 

tell you, look around you, and see how 

the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36The 

reaper is already receiving wages and is 

gathering fruit for eternal life, so that 

sower and reaper may rejoice together. 
37For here the saying holds true, “One 

sows and another reaps.” 38I sent you to 

reap that for which you did not labour. 

Others have laboured, and you have 

entered into their labour.’ 
39Many Samaritans from that city 

believed in Jesus because of the 

woman’s testimony, ‘He told me 

everything I have ever done.’ 40So when 

the Samaritans came to him, they asked 

him to stay with them; and he stayed 

there for two days. 41And many more 

believed because of his word. 42They 

said to the woman, ‘It is no longer 

because of what you said that we 

believe, for we have heard for ourselves, 

and we know that this is truly the 

Saviour of the world.’  
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19 March 2023 

Mothering Sunday 

 

The Collect 

God of love, 

passionate and strong, 

tender and careful: 

watch over us and hold us 

all the days of our life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

First Reading  Exodus 2.1-10 
1A man from the house of Levi went and 

married a Levite woman. 2The woman 

conceived and bore a son; and when she 

saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him 

for three months. 3When she could hide 

him no longer she got a papyrus basket 

for him, and plastered it with bitumen 

and pitch; she put the child in it and 

placed it among the reeds on the bank 

of the river. 4His sister stood at a 

distance, to see what would happen to 

him. 5The daughter of Pharaoh came 

down to bathe at the river, while her 

attendants walked beside the river. She 

saw the basket among the reeds and 

sent her maid to bring it. 6When she 

opened it, she saw the child. He was 

crying, and she took pity on him, ‘This 

must be one of the Hebrews’ children,’ 

she said. 7Then his sister said to 

Pharaoh’s daughter, ‘Shall I go and get 

you a nurse from the Hebrew women 

to nurse the child for you?’ 
8Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Yes.’ 

So the girl went and called the child’s 

mother. 9Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, 

‘Take this child and nurse it for me, and 

I will give you your wages.’ So the 

woman took the child and nursed it. 
10When the child grew up, she brought 

him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took 

him as her son. She named him Moses, 

‘because,’ she said, ‘I drew him out of 

the water.’ 

 

Gospel Luke 2.33-35 
33The child’s father and mother were 

amazed at what was being said about 

Jesus. 34Then Simeon blessed them and 

said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is 

destined for the falling and the rising of 

many in Israel, and to be a sign that will 

be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts 

of many will be revealed - and a sword 

will pierce your own soul too.’  

 

 

26 March 2023 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 

The Collect 

Most merciful God, 

who by the death and resurrection of 

your Son Jesus Christ 

delivered and saved the world: 

grant that by faith in him who suffered 

on the cross we may triumph in the 

power of his victory; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
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26.3.23  Fifth Sunday of Lent continued 

First Reading Ezekiel 37.1-14 

1The hand of the LORD came upon me, 

and he brought me out by the spirit of the 

LORD and set me down in the middle of a 

valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all 

around them; there were very many lying 

in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He 

said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I 

answered, ‘O Lord GOD, you know.’ 
4Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these 

bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear 

the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the 

Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause 

breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I 

will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh 

to come upon you, and cover you with 

skin, and put breath in you, and you shall 

live; and you shall know that I am the 

LORD.’ 

7So I prophesied as I had been 

commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly 

there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones 

came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, 

and there were sinews on them, and flesh 

had come upon them, and skin had 

covered them; but there was no breath in 

them. 9Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to 

the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to 

the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: 

Come from the four winds, O breath, and 

breathe upon these slain, that they may 

live.’ 10I prophesied as he commanded me, 

and the breath came into them, and they 

lived, and stood on their feet, a vast 

multitude. 

11Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones 

are the whole house of Israel. They say, 

“Our bones are dried up, and our hope is 

lost; we are cut off completely.” 

12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 

Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to 

open your graves, and bring you up from 

your graves, O my people; and I will bring 

you back to the land of Israel. 13And you 

shall know that I am the LORD, when I 

open your graves, and bring you up from 

your graves, O my people. 14I will put my 

spirit within you, and you shall live, and I 

will place you on your own soil; then you 

shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken 

and will act, says the LORD.’  

Gospel John 11.1-45 

1Now a  certain man was ill, Lazarus of 

Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed 

the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet 

with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 
3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, 

‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ 4But when 

Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does 

not lead to death; rather it is for God’s 

glory, so that the Son of God may be 

glorified through it.’ 5Accordingly, though 

Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 

Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus 

was ill, he stayed two days longer in the 

place where he was. 

7Then after this he said to the disciples, 

‘Let us go to Judea again.’ 8The disciples 

said to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now 

trying to stone you, and are you going 

there again?’ 9Jesus answered, ‘Are there 

not twelve hours of daylight? Those who 

walk during the day do not stumble, 

because they see the light of this world. 
10But those who walk at night stumble, 

because the light is not in them.’ 11After 

saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend 

Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going 

there to awaken him.’ 12The disciples said 

to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will 
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be all right.’ 13Jesus, however, 

had been speaking about his death, but 

they thought that he was referring merely 

to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, 

‘Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I 

was not there, so that you may believe. But 

let us go to him.’ 16Thomas, who was called 

the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let 

us also go, that we may die with him.’ 

17When Jesus arrived, he found that 

Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 

days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, 

some two miles away, 19and many of the 

Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 

console them about their brother. 20When 

Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 

went and met him, while Mary stayed at 

home. 21Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you 

had been here, my brother would not have 

died. 22But even now I know that God will 

give you whatever you ask of him.’ 23Jesus 

said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 
24Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will 

rise again in the resurrection on the last 

day.’ 25Jesus said to her, ‘I am the 

resurrection and the life. Those who 

believe in me, even though they die, will 

live, 26and everyone who lives and believes 

in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ 
27She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that 

you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the 

one coming into the world.’ 

28When she had said this, she went back 

and called her sister Mary, and told her 

privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is 

calling for you.’ 29And when she heard it, 

she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now 

Jesus had not yet come to the village, but 

was still at the place where Martha had 

met him. 31The Jews who were with her in 

the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up 

quickly and go out.  

They followed her because they thought 

that she was going to the tomb to weep 

there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was 

and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said 

to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my 

brother would not have died.’ 33When 

Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who 

came with her also weeping, he was greatly 

disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He 

said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said 

to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ 35Jesus began 

to weep. 36So the Jews said, ‘See how he 

loved him!’ 37But some of them said, 

‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the 

blind man have kept this man from dying?’ 

38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came 

to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was 

lying against it. 39Jesus said, ‘Take away the 

stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, 

said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench 

because he has been dead four days.’ 
40Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if 

you believed, you would see the glory of 

God?’ 41So they took away the stone. And 

Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I 

thank you for having heard me. 42I knew 

that you always hear me, but I have said 

this for the sake of the crowd standing 

here, so that they may believe that you 

sent me.’ 43When he had said this, he cried 

with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ 
44The dead man came out, his hands and 

feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face 

wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 

‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 

45Many of the Jews therefore, who had 

come with Mary and had seen what Jesus 

did, believed in him.  

  



           Collect and Readings for Holy Communion Services  
Registered Charity 1132975    

 
 

 

2 April 2023  Palm Sunday 

 

The Collect (prayer for the day) 

Let us pray for a closer union with 

Christ in his suffering and in his glory. 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

who in your tender love towards the 

human race sent your Son our Saviour 

Jesus Christ to take upon him our 

flesh and to suffer death upon the 

cross: 

grant that we may follow the example 

of his patience and humility, and also 

be made partakers of his resurrection; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our 

Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.   Amen 

 

First Reading Philippians 2.5-11  
5Let the same mind be in you that was in 

Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the 

form of God, did not regard equality 

with God as something to be exploited, 
7but emptied himself, taking the form of 

a slave, being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 8he 

humbled himself and became obedient 

to the point of death –  even death on a 

cross.  9Therefore God also highly 

exalted him and gave him the name that 

is above every name, 10so that at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bend, 

in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, 11and every tongue should confess 

that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 

God the Father. 

 

Gospel  Matthew 21.1-11 

 When Jesus and his disciples had come 

near to Jerusalem, had reached 

Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

sent two disciples, 2saying to them, ‘Go 

into the village ahead of you, and 

immediately you will find a donkey tied, 

and a colt with her; untie them and 

bring them to me. 3If anyone says 

anything to you, just say this, “The Lord 

needs them.” And he will send them 

immediately.’ 4This took place to fulfil 

what had been spoken through the 

prophet, saying,  
5‘Tell the daughter of Zion, 

Look, your king is coming to you, 

humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ 
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had 

directed them; 7they brought the 

donkey and the colt, and put their 

cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A 

very large crowd spread their cloaks on 

the road, and others cut branches from 

the trees and spread them on the road. 
9The crowds that went ahead of him and 

that followed were shouting,  

‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the 

name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 
10When he entered Jerusalem, the 

whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who 

is this?’ 11The crowds were saying, ‘This 

is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 

Galilee.’ 
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09 April 2023 

Easter Day 

 

The Collect 

Lord of all life and power, 

who through the mighty resurrection of 

your Son overcame the old order of sin 

and death to make all things new in him: 

grant that we, being dead to sin 

and alive to you in Jesus Christ, 

may reign with him in glory; 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 

be praise and honour, glory and might, 

now and in all eternity.   

 

First Reading Acts 10.34-43 
34Peter began to speak to those 

assembled in the house of Cornelius. ‘I 

truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, 35but in every nation anyone 

who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him. 36You know the 

message he sent to the people of Israel, 

preaching peace by Jesus Christ – he is 

Lord of all. 37That message spread 

throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee 

after the baptism that John announced: 
38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 

with the Holy Spirit and with power; 

how he went about doing good and 

healing all who were oppressed by the 

devil, for God was with him. 39We are 

witnesses to all that he did both in Judea 

and in Jerusalem. They put him to death 

by hanging him on a tree; 40but God 

raised him on the third day and allowed 

him to appear, 41not to all the people 

but to us who were chosen by God as 

witnesses, and who ate and drank with 

him after he rose from the dead. 42He 

commanded us to preach to the people 

and to testify that he is the one 

ordained by God as judge of the living 

and the dead. 43All the prophets testify 

about him that everyone who believes in 

him receives forgiveness of sins through 

his name.’  

 

Gospel Matthew 28.1-10 
1After the sabbath, as the first day of the 

week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and 

the other Mary went to see the tomb. 
2And suddenly there was a great 

earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, 

descending from heaven, came and 

rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His 

appearance was like lightning, and his 

clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him 

the guards shook and became like dead 

men. 5But the angel said to the women, 

‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are 

looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He 

is not here; for he has been raised, as he 

said. Come, see the place where he lay. 
7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, 

“He has been raised from the dead, and 

indeed he is going ahead of you to 

Galilee; there you will see him.” This is 

my message for you.’ 8So they left the 

tomb quickly with fear and great joy, 

and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly 

Jesus met them and said, ‘Greetings!’ 

And they came to him, took hold of his 

feet, and worshipped him. 10Then Jesus 

said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and 

tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there 

they will see me.’  
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16 April 2023 

Second Sunday of Easter 
 

The Collect 

Almighty Father, you have given your only Son 

to die for our sins and to rise again for our 

justification: grant us so to put away the 

leaven of malice and wickedness that we may 

always serve you in pureness of living and 

truth; through the merits of your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. 

 

First Reading  Acts 2.14a,22-32 

On the day of Pentecost, 14Peter, standing 

with the eleven, raised his voice and 

addressed the crowd: 22‘You that are 

Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of 

Nazareth, a man attested to you by God 

with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that 

God did through him among you, as you 

yourselves know – 23this man, handed over 

to you according to the definite plan and 

foreknowledge of God, you crucified and 

killed by the hands of those outside the law. 
24But God raised him up, having freed him 

from death, because it was impossible for 

him to be held in its power. 25For David says 

concerning him,  

    “I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at 

my right hand so that I will not be shaken;  

26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue 

rejoiced; moreover, my flesh will live in hope.  
27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or 

let your Holy One experience corruption.  28You 

have made known to me the ways of life; you 

will make me full of gladness with your 

presence.”  29‘Fellow Israelites, I may say to 

you confidently of our ancestor David that 

he both died and was buried, and his tomb is 

with us to this day. 30Since he was a prophet, 

he knew that God had sworn with an oath 

to him that he would put one of his 

descendants on his throne. 31Foreseeing this, 

David spoke of the resurrection of the 

Messiah, saying,  “He was not abandoned to 

Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.”  
32This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of 

us are witnesses.’ 

Gospel John 20.19-31 
19When it was evening on the first day of the 

week, and the doors of the house where the 

disciples had met were locked for fear of the 

Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 20After he said this, 

he showed them his hands and his side. Then 

the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
21Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. 

As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ 
22When he had said this, he breathed on them 

and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If 

you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 

them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 

retained.’  24But Thomas (who was called the 

Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 

when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told 

him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to 

them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his 

hands, and put my finger in the mark of the 

nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 

26A week later his disciples were again in the 

house, and Thomas was with them. Although 

the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
27Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger 

here and see my hands. Reach out your hand 

and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 

believe.’ 28Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord 

and my God!’ 29Jesus said to him, ‘Have you 

believed because you have seen me? Blessed 

are those who have not seen and yet have 

come to believe.’ 

30Now Jesus did many other signs in the 

presence of his disciples, which are not 

written in this book. 31But these are written 

so that you may come to believe that Jesus is 

the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 

believing you may have life in his name.   


