
Church Notices for Advent Sunday 

28th November 2021

Hello Everyone,  

It’s the Christmas Fayre this Saturday from 11am – 2pm.   It will be a smaller a-fayre than previously but 

there will be a good number of stalls including tombola, Christmas Gifts, cakes, toys and games plus an 

amazing jewellery stall.  There will be plenty of ventilation so do wrap up warm, wear face coverings and 

bring cash.   

 

Advent Sunday is upon us too – we’ve been getting the Advent Wreath out this morning!  As a special 

treat to start Sunday’s service, the hand bell ringers will be playing.   We’ll be getting out our purple 

vestments for Advent and purple is also the colour for the 16 days of Activism Against Gender-Based 

Violence.   As we learnt from Rowena last Sunday, the Mothers’ Union is very involved in this campaign (if 

you missed her sermon it is available on our YouTube channel.)   I’ve just been reading a short report from 

the Anglican Outreach Programme in Zambia where the full extent of the violence against women and 

children is hardly understood.  They have launched a 2 year ‘Transformative Gender Justice Programme in 

the Diocese of Lusaka to raise awareness, change attitudes and reduce the violence and the level of 

HIV/Aids.   

It’s great that coffee over in the Pastoral Centre after the Sunday service is working out well.  If you can 

help make it please have a word with Churchwarden Sandra.    

 

This Sunday we are delighted to welcome Bryan Martin George Evans and Esmée Alexandra Sophie Morris 

for Holy Baptism at 12 noon.  We pray for them, their parents and godparents and their family and friends.   

In the past we have held Compline in church during Advent and Lent.  During the first lock-down we 

started saying it by Conference Call and a small group of us have continued ever since.  Why not swell the 

numbers, as part of your spiritual preparation for Christmas: Wednesday evenings at 8.30pm -8.45pm.  It's 

a lovely gentle service for the end of the day.  Details on Conference Calling are below.     

 

We’ve had builders in recently and the floor around the porch is nearly finished and much of the glass is in 

too.  Some of it is still in manufacture and the doors are awaiting being etched.  Sadly, we’ve not been able 

to make much progress in re-opening the north aisle.  We unexpectedly had to move last Wednesday’s 

service onto zoom but we hope to be back in church this coming Wednesday. 

We continue with our  “Exploring Faith” Course by zoom on Monday evenings.  Not too late to join 

the group which runs for 2 more weeks.  Each session will last about 45 minutes.   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89162100473     Meeting ID: 891 6210 0473 

Thank you to all who returned their boxes and supported the Children’s Society Coffee Morning .  

The total from the boxes is £286.05.  Well done everyone and especially Anne Stock.   

 

100 Club draw number 11 took place Tues 16 Nov at coffee morning at The Black Horse.  Jeff Carr has 

notified the winners. First prize Pat Turner £30 number 39; second prize Denise Carr £25 number 33; 

third prize Linda Joyes-Wallace £15 number 52. A reminder that the December prizes will be £40 £30 and 

£20. Good luck to all participants in the forthcoming bumper Christmas prize draw. 

General updates about the 100 Club can be seen by clicking the link :- 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/nhoqjvek80fr7dp/AABLhEOGohljG0lVOnstZNzEa?dl=0 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89162100473
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/nhoqjvek80fr7dp/AABLhEOGohljG0lVOnstZNzEa?dl=0


 

 

Church of England Birmingham runs a series of modules under the heading “The Way of Discipleship.”   If 

you’ve got your 2022 diary why not sign up for the next one “Becoming Like Christ.”  It begins on 

10th  January, on a Monday or Thursday evening, 7.00 -9.15pm.  It’s online, free, and each session lasts 

about two hours. To find out more go here. 

Community Christmas is again a ‘Parcel Delivery’ rather than a Christmas meal.  Janice is co-ordinating 

offers of help with putting parcels together on Monday 13th December and delivering on Christmas Day.  

If you can help please sign up on the list in the PORCH this Sunday or contact Janice Wones on  0121 

459 7417 or  janice.wones@talktalk.net by this Sunday.   

 

Saturday 4th December sees us return to Masefield Community Garden (off Lindsey Avenue, Off Bunbury 

Road) for a short outdoor carol service at 11.30am with refreshments.  All Welcome.  Free but donations 

to the garden are very welcome.      

Full details of Christmas Services will be available in next week’s mailing.   

 

Just a reminder that Larry’s, our Thursday young people’s group, will have its last session before 

Christmas on 9th December. We’re still sadly turning away new members. If you may be able to help, even 

if only occasionally, when we re-start on 6th January please do have a word with Revd Theresa 07557 

472096 or theresa.curate@gmail.com 

 

You may remember the Growing Up Green activities which took place in the Northfield area in 

September, including at Masefield Community Garden, The Eco Centre and in our very own churchyard. A 

video has been produced that gives children a voice to the COP26 leaders. Watch it here – it is less than 2 

mins and very inspirational!    

https://vimeo.com/643621975?fbclid=IwAR2W2rW0kQ-7rQRVv3K46YcvBEGKC92cMB55b916wHbU-

osxLuW17ZyDIEI 

 

 

The St Laurence Church Infant School Admissions Criteria are changing for admissions from September 

2023 onwards.  They are currently ‘out for consultation.’   Please see 

https://www.stlrnci.bham.sch.uk/admissions/ or the church porch for more information.   

This is will NOT affect those due to start reception in September 2022.   

 

Eco Tip: Black Friday and the start of Advent might turn our thoughts to Christmas shopping. Instead of 

buying ‘stuff’ that our loved ones don’t really need, why not consider a gift that will support those who 

don’t even have the basics – and help the recipient understand global needs better too. 

A few ideas from Christian charities:  

you may have heard of Tearfund’s Toilet Twinning programme, now expanded to include Tap Twinning and 

Bin Twinning (see https://www.toilettwinning.org/);  

with Send A Cow you could twin a garden for £60, which will train a family in sustainable organic farming in 

Kenya (https://sendacow.org/xmas-gifts);  

Christian Aid has great stocking fillers, such as a pair of chickens for £8, or send a child to school for £15 

(https://charity-gifts.christianaid.org.uk/);  

https://cofebirmingham.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4d3bdc48a86214d2d6d15ba64&id=65e2ebb2e6&e=990cb19156
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with Embrace the Middle East £10 can provide antenatal care for a mum living in poverty in the Bethlehem 

region, and £20 will help a woman who has not received education to learn about her rights and cast her 

vote for the first time (https://shop.embraceme.org/collections/alternative-gifts-1);  

£120 with World Vision will buy a bicycle, making travel for school children and charity workers safer 

(https://www.worldvision.org.uk/donate/buy-a-charity-gift/);  

or for a longer commitment, why not consider sponsoring a child for £28 per month with Compassion UK 

(https://www.compassionuk.org/). Change the world, one gift at a time. 

Finally, thank you to all those who have returned their ‘PP PP PP’ forms.  If you’ve been meaning to why 

not dig it out now….   

Blessings 

Can Jan  

 

For your Prayers 

Those who are ill  

Barbara Finch: now home but has had a severe infection in her heel.  

Peter Valentine: father of one of our recent brides currently in hospital 

Roger Morton: we give thanks that Theresa's husband is more mobile now and seems relatively stable. 

Pete Coyne: following a fall whilst cutting a hedge  

Those who have died 

Douglas William Aubrey Priest:    Funeral in church on Tuesday 30th November at 1pm  

 

Community News  

The Community Hotline continues via Northfield Community Partnership …  

0121 411 2157 (10am – 3pm Monday – Friday) 

for help including shopping and picking up medication as well as advice or if you’d just like a friendly phone-

call.    

Northfield Community Partnership relies on the support of volunteers to be able to offer many of their 

services to the community. They are currently seeking Shopping Buddies to help over 50’s with their 

shopping a couple of hours a week. If you’re interested, please call 0121 411 2157 to discuss further. You 

must have the use of a car, and a criminal record check will be required.  

 

Kings Norton Farmers’ Market is hosting their old fashioned ‘Christmas on the Green’ Christmas 

market on Wednesday 1st December. Starting at 5.15pm with a light turn on, there will be good food, 

hot mulled drink, choirs, Father Christmas, crafts and food shopping. Roads will be closed in the immediate 

vicinity 7am-10pm, but free parking is available at The Bull carpark OR why not use the 18 bus?   

 

Why not support our local Girls Brigade, who look forward to welcoming you to their Christmas 

Fayre on Saturday 4th December 11am – 3pm at Northfield Baptist Church. There will be handcrafted 

gifts, cards, Christmas decorations, homemade cakes, tombola, fun games and refreshments. 

 

Over 50 and feeling in need of new activities and friendships? The Ageing Better in Birmingham 
website has listed over 100 fun things to do and groups to join between now and the new year alone! See 

https://www.ageingbetterinbirmingham.co.uk or follow them on Facebook and Twitter. 

 

https://shop.embraceme.org/collections/alternative-gifts-1
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Would you like to try Tai Chi? Free classes, open to all ages and abilities, are held at Hawkesley 

Community Centre every Friday 1.30-2.30pm. Just turn up, or call 0121 399 0122 with any queries. 

Covid 

This week’s message from Birmingham City Council Public Health Team: 

Reported positive cases are increasing across Birmingham, including in the Northfield area, with increases 

mainly seen in the 0-19 and 20-39 age groups. Northfield and Longbridge & West Heath are back in the top 

10 of wards with the highest rates. All adults are encouraged to do regular lateral flow tests because a high 

proportion of cases do not have symptoms, and self-isolate if positive. 

In the run-up to the festive period, while we want you to enjoy your high streets and shopping centres, we 

also want you to enjoy them safely. You can help to keep yourself and others COVID-19 safe by following 

these COVID-19 safe behaviours:   

• Wear a face covering as the shops and public transport will be busy  

• Take a test before shopping and stay home if it’s positive 

• Stay at home if you are unwell  

• Wash your hands regularly  

• Download and use the NHS COVID-19 App  

• Take your vaccine and booster when offered 

• Meeting outdoors will be safer  

With rates higher amongst school pupils, please do wear a face covering if you attend school nativities/ 

performances, children’s parties, etc. 

If we all follow these behaviours, it will help us protect one another from COVID-19 and help to return life 

to normal.  

 

Let’s all do our bit to keep each other safe 

 

 

To book for services use EVENTBRITE LINKS or, if this isn’t possible phone  

Revd Theresa on 07557472096.  Please leave a message if no answer. 

Please remember that if you are coming to a service in church or pastoral centre we ask you to :  

1. Pre-book by the deadline (Sunday School Service only)  

2. Demonstrate your care for others by wearing a face covering (unless exempt)  

3. Social Distance – please be sensitive to those around you.  

4. Avoid unnecessary conversation before the service – though we can chat outside afterwards  

5. Be prepared to sit where directed by the church wardens 

6. Bring a small bottle of sanitiser for use before receiving Holy Communion 

7. If attending the Sunday School Service bring a ‘kit bag’ of pencils & crayons, scissors and a Glue-

stick 

8. NOT attend if you have any symptoms of Covid or you have been told to self-isolate 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SERVICE 

In Pastoral Centre for the rest of the term 

 

PLEASE book only for the dates you can attend and cancel as early as possible if you can't 

make it. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/170206735929 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/170206735929


As usual, bookings for each Sunday will close at 2pm on the Saturday before. 

 

SERVICES AND MEETINGS COMING UP  

 Saturdays 

Church open 10am  – 11.30am   

CHRISTMAS FAYRE  11am – 2pm     

 

  Pop in to pray, light a candle, have a coffee and a 

look around.   

   

In the Pastoral Centre (27th November)  

Sundays      8.30am     Sunday School Service  

 

                   9.30am    Holy Communion  

 

 

  

In the Pastoral Centre – needs to be pre-booked  

 

No need to book- just come along.   

Also by  zoom and  zoom-phone  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84533030134  

Meeting ID: 845 3303 0134 

Mondays         9.30-11am Stay and Play 

                        5pm Evening Prayer by zoom    

 

                8pm Exploring Faith course by Zoom                       

In Pastoral Centre  (sorry NOT on 29th Nov)  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89992167638  

Meeting ID 89992167638  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89162100473 

Meeting ID: 891 6210 0473 

 

Tuesdays        10am      Gridiron ‘Coffee’ 

                        

 

                        5pm Evening Prayer by zoom    

                        7pm PCC on 30th November 

                         

Now meeting at ‘The Black Horse’ 10.30am.  All 

welcome.  Just turn up!   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89992167638  

Meeting ID 89992167638  

In the Upper Hall of the Pastoral Centre  

Wednesdays 10am      Holy Communion                 

 

                       8.30pm   Compline   

 

IN CHURCH and by Conference Call only  

01902 693302  Code 1139  (no Zoom) 

by Conference Call only  

01902 693302  Code 1139 

Thursdays    3.30 – 5.15pm Larry’s (for young 

people of secondary school age)     

In the Pastoral Centre (Currently not taking new 

members as full)  

 

Also  - You can Phone a Service   24 hours a day!   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84533030134
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89992167638
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89162100473&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0a5er2RG1NOzLq4nSv0Mzg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89992167638&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0PN_G9oSFtQHxmooSsaeIC


freephone 0800 804 8044 for Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship 

services from the Church of England.  

 

And to hear one of the St Laurence Ministers preaching: 0121 270 4690  

These are changed after the services on Sundays and Wednesdays (usually by early evening)  

 

CONTACT DETAILS  

 

PARISH OFFICE  

Lorraine Freeman (Parish Administrator)  

Open 9-12noon Mon & Tues, Thurs & Friday  

enquiries@saintlaurence.info   (note this has 

recently changed)  

0121 475 1518            

RECTOR 

Canon Janet Chapman 

Day off: Monday 

janet.rectory@gmail.com    

 0121 477 3111              

ASSISTANT CURATE 

Revd Theresa Morton  

Day off: Friday  

theresa.curate@gmail.com 

 07557472096 

READER 

Janice Wones 

Day off:  Friday 

janice.wones@talktalk.net 

 0121 459 7417 

 

Church Website: www.stlaurencenorthfield.org 

 

Twitter: @stlaurenceb31 

Rector: @janetchapman5 

 

Facebook www.facebook.com/StLaurenceChurchNorthfield 

 

YouTube https://www.youtube.com/c/stlaurencenorthfield 

 

Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility. If you need to contact someone regarding a church 

safeguarding concern (adults or children), please call our Parish Safeguarding Co-ordinator,  

Rowena Nicholls, on 07724 170448.   

If you have an urgent concern for the safety of yourself or someone else, call 999.   

 

St Laurence Church Northfield is Registered Charity 1132975 
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