Collect and Readings for Holy Communion Services
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Registered Charity 1132975

13 November 2022
Second Sunday before Advent and
Remembrance Sunday
The Collect
Heavenly Lord,
you long for the world’s salvation:
stir us from apathy,
restrain us from excess
and revive in us new hope
that all creation will one day be healed
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
First Reading Revelation 21.1-6
1

I, John, saw a new heaven and a new
earth; for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and the sea was
no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the
new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a
loud voice from the throne saying,
‘See, the home of God is among
mortals. He will dwell with them; they
will be his peoples, and God himself will
be with them; 4he will wipe every tear
from their eyes. Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no
more, for the first things have passed
away.’
5

And the one who was seated on the
throne said, ‘See, I am making all things
new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this, for these
words are trustworthy and true.’ 6Then
he said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha
and the Omega, the beginning and the
end.’

Gospel Luke 21.5-19
5

When some were speaking about the
temple, how it was adorned with beautiful
stones and gifts dedicated to God, Jesus
said, 6‘As for these things that you see, the
days will come when not one stone will be
left upon another; all will be thrown
down.’
7

They asked him, ‘Teacher, when will this
be, and what will be the sign that this is
about to take place?’ 8And Jesus said,
‘Beware that you are not led astray; for
many will come in my name and say, “I am
he!” and, “The time is near!” Do not go
after them.
9

When you hear of wars and insurrections,
do not be terrified; for these things must
take place first, but the end will not follow
immediately.’ 10Then he said to them,
‘Nation will rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom; 11there will be
great earthquakes, and in various places
famines and plagues; and there will be
dreadful portents and great signs from
heaven.
12

But before all this occurs, they will arrest
you and persecute you; they will hand you
over to synagogues and prisons, and you
will be brought before kings and governors
because of my name. 13This will give you an
opportunity to testify. 14So make up your
minds not to prepare your defence in
advance; 15for I will give you words and a
wisdom that none of your opponents will
be able to withstand or contradict. 16You
will be betrayed even by parents and
brothers, by relatives and friends; and they
will put some of you to death. 17You will
be hated by all because of my name. 18But
not a hair of your head will perish. 19By
your endurance you will gain your souls.’
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20 November 2022

Gospel Luke 23.33-43

Christ the King

33

The Collect
God the Father,
help us to hear the call of Christ the
King and to follow in his service,
whose kingdom has no end;
for he reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, one glory. Amen.
First Reading Jeremiah 23.1-6
1

Woe to the shepherds who destroy
and scatter the sheep of my pasture!
says the LORD. 2Therefore thus says
the LORD, the God of Israel,
concerning the shepherds who shepherd
my people: It is you who have scattered
my flock, and have driven them away,
and you have not attended to them. So I
will attend to you for your evil doings,
says the LORD. 3Then I myself will
gather the remnant of my flock out of all
the lands where I have driven them, and
I will bring them back to their fold, and
they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will
raise up shepherds over them who will
shepherd them, and they shall not fear
any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall
any be missing, says the LORD.
5

The days are surely coming, says the
LORD, when I will raise up for David a
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as
king and deal wisely, and shall execute
justice and righteousness in the land. 6In
his days Judah will be saved and Israel
will live in safety. And this is the name
by which he will be called: ‘The LORD is
our righteousness.’

When they came to the place that is
called The Skull, they crucified Jesus
there with the criminals, one on his
right and one on his left. 34Then Jesus
said, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do
not know what they are doing.’ And
they cast lots to divide his clothing.
35
And the people stood by, watching;
but the leaders scoffed at him, saying,
‘He saved others; let him save himself if
he is the Messiah of God, his chosen
one!’ 36The soldiers also mocked him,
coming up and offering him sour wine,
37
and saying, ‘If you are the King of the
Jews, save yourself!’ 38There was also an
inscription over him, ‘This is the King of
the Jews.’ 39One of the criminals who
were hanged there kept deriding him
and saying, ‘Are you not the Messiah?
Save yourself and us!’ 40But the other
rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear
God, since you are under the same
sentence of condemnation? 41And we
indeed have been condemned justly, for
we are getting what we deserve for our
deeds, but this man has done nothing
wrong.’ 42Then he said, ‘Jesus,
remember me when you come into
your kingdom.’ 43Jesus replied, ‘Truly I
tell you, today you will be with me in
Paradise.’
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First Sunday of Advent
The Collect
Almighty God, give us grace to cast
away the works of darkness and to put
on the armour of light,
now in the time of this mortal life,
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to
us in great humility;
that on the last day,
when he shall come again in his glorious
majesty to judge the living and the dead,
we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who is alive and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen

pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up
sword against nation, neither shall they
learn war any more.
5

O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in
the light of the LORD!
Gospel Matthew 24.36-44

First Reading Isaiah 2.1-5

Jesus spoke to his disciples: 36‘About
that day and hour no one knows,
neither the angels of heaven, nor the
Son, but only the Father. 37For as the
days of Noah were, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in
those days before the flood they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving
in marriage, until the day Noah entered
the ark, 39and they knew nothing until
the flood came and swept them all away,
so too will be the coming of the Son of
Man.

1

40

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw
concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2In
days to come the mountain of the
LORD’s house shall be established as
the highest of the mountains, and shall
be raised above the hills; all the nations
shall stream to it. 3Many peoples shall
come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to
the mountain of the LORD, to the
house of the God of Jacob; that he may
teach us his ways and that we may walk
in his paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth
instruction, and the word of the LORD
from Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between
the nations, and shall arbitrate for many
peoples; they shall beat their swords
into ploughshares, and their spears into

Then two will be in the field; one will
be taken and one will be left. 41Two
women will be grinding meal together;
one will be taken and one will be left.
42

Keep awake, therefore, for you do not
know on what day your Lord is coming.
43
But understand this: if the owner of
the house had known in what part of
the night the thief was coming, he would
have stayed awake and would not have
let his house be broken into.
44
Therefore you also must be ready, for
the Son of Man is coming at an
unexpected hour.’
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Second Sunday of Advent

with all joy and peace in believing, so that
you may abound in hope by the power of
the Holy Spirit.

The Collect

Gospel Matthew 3.1-12

Almighty God, purify our hearts and
minds, that when your Son Jesus Christ
comes again as judge and saviour
we may be ready to receive him,
who is our Lord and our God. Amen

1

04 December 2022

First Reading Romans 15.4-13
4

Whatever was written in former days
was written for our instruction, so that
by steadfastness and by the
encouragement of the scriptures we
might have hope. 5May the God of
steadfastness and encouragement grant
you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that
together you may with one voice glorify
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
7

Welcome one another, therefore, just as
Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of
God. 8For I tell you that Christ has
become a servant of the circumcised on
behalf of the truth of God in order that
he might confirm the promises given to
the patriarchs, 9and in order that the
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.
As it is written, ‘Therefore I will confess
you among the Gentiles, and sing praises
to your name’; 10and again he says,
‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people’;
11
and again, ‘Praise the Lord, all you
Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise
him’; 12and again Isaiah says, ‘The root of
Jesse shall come, the one who rises to
rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall
hope.’ 13May the God of hope fill you

In those days John the Baptist appeared
in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming,
2
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has
come near.’ 3This is the one of whom the
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,
‘The voice of one crying out in the
wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.”’ 4Now John
wore clothing of camel’s hair with a
leather belt around his waist, and his food
was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the
people of Jerusalem and all Judea were
going out to him, and all the region along
the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by
him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins. 7But when he saw many Pharisees
and Sadducees coming for baptism, he
said to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the wrath to
come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance.
9
Do not presume to say to yourselves,
“We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for
I tell you, God is able from these stones
to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even
now the axe is lying at the root of the
trees; every tree therefore that does not
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown
into the fire. 11I baptize you with water
for repentance, but one who is more
powerful than I is coming after me; I am
not worthy to carry his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
12
His winnowing-fork is in his hand, and
he will clear his threshing-floor and will
gather his wheat into the granary; but the
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’

