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12 September 2021 

Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 

 

The Collect 

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit upon 

your Church in the burning fire of your love: 

grant that your people may be fervent in the fellowship 

of the gospel that, always abiding in you, they may be 

found steadfast in faith and active in service; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

First Reading 

James 3.1-12 

1Not many of you should become teachers, my 

brothers and sisters, for you know that we who 

teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all 

of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no 

mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the 

whole body in check with a bridle. 3If we put bits 

into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, 

we guide their whole bodies. 4Or look at ships: 

though they are so large that it takes strong winds 

to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small 

rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So 

also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of 

great exploits. 

How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 
6And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed 

among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains 

the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, 

and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every species of 

beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be 

tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 
8but no one can tame the tongue - a restless evil, 

full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord 

and Father, and with it we curse those who are 

made in the likeness of God. 10From the same 

mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and 

sisters, this ought not to be so. 11Does a spring 

pour forth from the same opening both fresh and 

brackish water? 12Can a fig tree, my brothers and 

sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more 

can salt water yield fresh.  

Gospel  

Mark 8.27-38 

27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of 

Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his 

disciples, ‘Who do people say that I am?’ 28And 

they answered him, ‘John the Baptist; and others, 

Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.’ 29Jesus 

asked them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Peter 

answered him, ‘You are the Messiah.’ 30And he 

sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 

31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man 

must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by 

the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be 

killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said all 

this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and 

began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at 

his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get 

behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind 

not on divine things but on human things.’ 

34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to 

them, ‘If any want to become my followers, let 

them deny themselves and take up their cross and 

follow me. 35For those who want to save their life 

will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 

sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 
36For what will it profit them to gain the whole 

world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they 

give in return for their life? 38Those who are 

ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous 

and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will 

also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his 

Father with the holy angels.’  

 

Post communion 

Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual 

mercy; and, because without you our human frailty 

cannot but fall, keep us ever by your help from all 

things hurtful, and lead us to all things profitable to our 

salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  



           Collects and Readings for Holy Communion Services  
PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING THIS WITH YOU EACH WEEK IF ATTENDING 

CHURCH  
Registered Charity 1132975    

 

19 September 2021 

 

Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 

 

The Collect 

O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the prayers 

of your people who call upon you; 

and grant that they may both perceive and know what 

things they ought to do, and also may have grace and 

power faithfully to fulfil them; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

First Reading 

James 3.13-4.3,7-8a 

13Who is wise and understanding among you? 

Show by your good life that your works are 

done with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if 

you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in 

your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the 

truth. 15Such wisdom does not come down 

from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 
16For where there is envy and selfish ambition, 

there will also be disorder and wickedness of 

every kind. 17But the wisdom from above is first 

pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full 

of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of 

partiality or hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of 

righteousness is sown in peace for those who 

make peace. 

1Those conflicts and disputes among you, 

where do they come from? Do they not come 

from your cravings that are at war within you? 
2You want something and do not have it; so 

you commit murder. And you covet something 

and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes 

and conflicts. You do not have, because you do 

not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because 

you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you 

get on your pleasures.  

7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist 

the devil, and he will flee from you. 8Draw near 

to God, and he will draw near to you.  

 

 

Gospel 

Mark 9.30-37 

After leaving the mountain 30Jesus and his 

disciples went on from there and passed 

through Galilee. He did not want anyone to 

know it; 31for he was teaching his disciples, 

saying to them, ‘The Son of Man is to be 

betrayed into human hands, and they will kill 

him, and three days after being killed, he will 

rise again.’ 32But they did not understand what 

he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 

33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he 

was in the house he asked them, ‘What were 

you arguing about on the way?’ 34But they were 

silent, for on the way they had argued with one 

another who was the greatest. 35He sat down, 

called the twelve, and said to them, ‘Whoever 

wants to be first must be last of all and servant 

of all.’ 36Then he took a little child and put it 

among them; and taking it in his arms, he said 

to them, 37‘Whoever welcomes one such child 

in my name welcomes me, and whoever 

welcomes me welcomes not me but the one 

who sent me.’  

 

Post communion 

Almighty God, you have taught us through your Son 

that love is the fulfilling of the law: grant that we may 

love you with our whole heart and our neighbours as 

ourselves; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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26 September 2021 

 

Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 

 

The Collect 

Almighty God, you have made us for yourself, and our 

hearts are restless till they find their rest in you: 

pour your love into our hearts and draw us to yourself, 

and so bring us at last to your heavenly city where we 

shall see you face to face; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

First Reading 

James 5.13-20 

13Are any among you suffering? They should 

pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs 

of praise. 14Are any among you sick? They 

should call for the elders of the church and 

have them pray over them, anointing them with 

oil in the name of the Lord. 15The prayer of 

faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise 

them up; and anyone who has committed sins 

will be forgiven. 16Therefore confess your sins 

to one another, and pray for one another, so 

that you may be healed. The prayer of the 

righteous is powerful and effective. 17Elijah was 

a human being like us, and he prayed fervently 

that it might not rain, and for three years and 

six months it did not rain on the earth. 18Then 

he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and 

the earth yielded its harvest. 

19My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you 

wanders from the truth and is brought back by 

another, 20you should know that whoever 

brings back a sinner from wandering will save 

the sinner's soul from death and will cover a 

multitude of sins.  

 

Gospel 

Mark 9.38-50 

38John said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, we saw someone 

casting out demons in your name, and we tried 

to stop him, because he was not following us.’ 
39But Jesus said, ‘Do not stop him; for no one 

who does a deed of power in my name will be 

able soon afterwards to speak evil of me. 
40Whoever is not against us is for us. 41For truly 

I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to 

drink because you bear the name of Christ will 

by no means lose the reward. 

42If any of you put a stumbling-block before one 

of these little ones who believe in me, it would 

be better for you if a great millstone were hung 

around your neck and you were thrown into 

the sea. 43If your hand causes you to stumble, 

cut it off; it is better for you to enter life 

maimed than to have two hands and to go to 

hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45And if your foot 

causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for 

you to enter life lame than to have two feet and 

to be thrown into hell. 47And if your eye causes 

you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you 

to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than 

to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, 
48where their worm never dies, and the fire is 

never quenched. 

49For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is 

good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can 

you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at 

peace with one another.’  

 

Post communion 

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and 

follow us, and make us continually to be given to all 

good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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03 October 2021 

Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity 

Harvest Thanksgiving  

 

The Collect 

Eternal God, you crown the year with your goodness 

and you give us the fruits of the earth in their season: 

grant that we may use them to your glory, for the relief 

of those in need and for our own well-being; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

First Reading 

Joel 2.21-24, 27 

21Do not fear, O soil; 

be glad and rejoice, for the LORD has done 

great things! 
22Do not fear, you animals of the field, for the 

pastures of the wilderness are green; 

the tree bears its fruit, the fig tree and vine give 

their full yield.  

23O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the 

LORD your God; 

for he has given the early rain for your 

vindication,  he has poured down for you 

abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as 

before. 
24The threshing-floors shall be full of grain, the 

vats shall overflow with wine and oil.  

27You shall know that I am in the midst of 

Israel, and that I, the LORD, am your God and 

there is no other. 

 

 

 

 

Gospel 

Matthew 6.25-33 

Jesus said to his disciples: 25‘Do not worry 

about your life, what you will eat or what you 

will drink, or about your body, what you will 

wear. Is not life more than food, and the body 

more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the 

air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into 

barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. 

Are you not of more value than they? 27And can 

any of you by worrying add a single hour to 

your span of life? 28And why do you worry 

about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, 

how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 29yet 

I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not 

clothed like one of these. 30But if God so 

clothes the grass of the field, which is alive 

today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, 

will he not much more clothe you - you of little 

faith? 31Therefore do not worry, saying, “What 

will we eat?” or “What will we drink?” or 

“What will we wear?” 32For it is the Gentiles 

who strive for all these things; and indeed your 

heavenly Father knows that you need all these 

things. 33But strive first for the kingdom of God 

and his righteousness, and all these things will 

be given to you as well.’ 

 

Post communion 

Lord of the harvest, with joy we have offered 
thanksgiving for your love in creation and have shared 

in the bread and wine of the kingdom: by your grace 

plant within us a reverence for all that you give us 

and make us generous and wise stewards of the good 

things we enjoy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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10 October 2021 

Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity 

 

The Collect 

O God, forasmuch as without you we are not able to 

please you; mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in 

all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus 

Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

for ever. 

 

First Reading 

Hebrews 4.12-16 

12The word of God is living and active, sharper 

than any two-edged sword, piercing until it 

divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it 

is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of 

the heart. 13And before him no creature is 

hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the 

eyes of the one to whom we must render an 

account. 14Since, then, we have a great high 

priest who has passed through the heavens, 

Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our 

confession. 15For we do not have a high priest 

who is unable to sympathize with our 

weaknesses, but we have one who in every 

respect has been tested as we are, yet without 

sin. 16Let us therefore approach the throne of 

grace with boldness, so that we may receive 

mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

Gospel 

Mark 10.17-31 

17As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man 

ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, 

‘Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit 

eternal life?’ 18Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you 

call me good? No one is good but God alone. 
19You know the commandments: “You shall not 

murder; You shall not commit adultery; You 

shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; 

You shall not defraud; Honour your father and 

mother.”’ 20He said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, I have 

kept all these since my youth.’ 21Jesus, looking 

at him, loved him and said, ‘You lack one thing; 

go, sell what you own, and give the money to 

the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; 

then come, follow me.’ 22When he heard this, 

he was shocked and went away grieving, for he 

had many possessions. 

23Then Jesus looked around and said to his 

disciples, ‘How hard it will be for those who 

have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!’ 
24And the disciples were perplexed at these 

words. But Jesus said to them again, ‘Children, 

how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25It 

is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 

needle than for someone who is rich to enter 

the kingdom of God.’ 26They were greatly 

astounded and said to one another, ‘Then who 

can be saved?’ 27Jesus looked at them and said, 

‘For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; 

for God all things are possible.’ 

28Peter began to say to him, ‘Look, we have left 

everything and followed you.’ 29Jesus said, ‘Truly 

I tell you there is no one who has left house or 

brothers or sisters or mother or father or 

children or fields, for my sake and for the sake 

of the good news, 30who will not receive a 

hundredfold now in this age –  houses, brothers 

and sisters, mothers and children, and fields – 

but with persecutions – and in the age to come 

eternal life. 31But many who are first will be last, 

and the last will be first.’  

 

Post communion 

Holy and blessed God, you have fed us with the body 

and blood of your Son and filled us with your Holy 

Spirit: may we honour you, not only with our lips 

but in lives dedicated to the service of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
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17 October 2021 

Twentieth Sunday after Trinity 
 

The Collect 

God, the giver of life, whose Holy Spirit wells up within 

your Church: 

by the Spirit’s gifts equip us to live the gospel of Christ 

and make us eager to do your will, that we may share 

with the whole creation the joys of eternal life; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

First Reading 

Hebrews 5.1-10 

1Every high priest chosen from among mortals 

is put in charge of things pertaining to God on 

their behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 
2He is able to deal gently with the ignorant and 

wayward, since he himself is subject to 

weakness; 3and because of this he must offer 

sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of 

the people. 4And one does not presume to take 

this honour, but takes it only when called by 

God, just as Aaron was.  

5So also Christ did not glorify himself in 

becoming a high priest, but was appointed by 

the one who said to him, ‘You are my Son, 

today I have begotten you’; 6as he says also in 

another place, ‘You are a priest for ever, 

according to the order of Melchizedek.’ 
7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up 

prayers and supplications, with loud cries and 

tears, to the one who was able to save him 

from death, and he was heard because of his 

reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, 

he learned obedience through what he suffered; 
9and having been made perfect, he became the 

source of eternal salvation for all who obey 

him, 10having been designated by God a high 

priest according to the order of Melchizedek.  

 

Gospel 

Mark 10.35-45 

35James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came 

forward to Jesus and said to him, ‘Teacher, we 

want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.’ 
36And he said to them, ‘What is it you want me 

to do for you?’ 37And they said to him, ‘Grant 

us to sit, one at your right hand and one at 

your left, in your glory.’ 38But Jesus said to 

them, ‘You do not know what you are asking. 

Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or 

be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized 

with?’ 39They replied, ‘We are able.’ Then Jesus 

said to them, ‘The cup that I drink you will 

drink; and with the baptism with which I am 

baptized, you will be baptized; 40but to sit at my 

right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, 

but it is for those for whom it has been 

prepared.’ 41When the ten heard this, they 

began to be angry with James and John. 42So 

Jesus called them and said to them, ‘You know 

that among the Gentiles those whom they 

recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and 

their great ones are tyrants over them. 43But it 

is not so among you; but whoever wishes to 

become great among you must be your servant, 
44and whoever wishes to be first among you 

must be slave of all. 45For the Son of Man came 

not to be served but to serve, and to give his 

life a ransom for many.’  

 

Post communion 

God our Father, whose Son, the light unfailing, 

has come from heaven to deliver the world from the 

darkness of ignorance: let these holy mysteries open 

the eyes of our understanding that we may know the 

way of life, and walk in it without stumbling; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.   
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24 October 2021 

 

Last Sunday after Trinity 

 

Bible Sunday  

 

The Collect 

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be 

written for our learning: 

help us so to hear them, to read, mark, learn and 

inwardly digest them that, through patience, and the 

comfort of your holy word, we may embrace and for 

ever hold fast  the hope of everlasting life, 

which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

 

First Reading 

2 Timothy 3.14-4.5 

14Continue in what you have learned and firmly 

believed, knowing from whom you learned it, 
15and how from childhood you have known the 

sacred writings that are able to instruct you for 

salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All 

scripture is inspired by God and is useful for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 

training in righteousness, 17so that everyone 

who belongs to God may be proficient, 

equipped for every good work. 

1In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, 

who is to judge the living and the dead, and in 

view of his appearing and his kingdom, I 

solemnly urge you: 2proclaim the message; be 

persistent whether the time is favourable or 

unfavourable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, 

with the utmost patience in teaching. 3For the 

time is coming when people will not put up 

with sound doctrine, but having itching ears,  

 

they will accumulate for themselves teachers to 

suit their own desires, 4and will turn away from 

listening to the truth and wander away to 

myths. 5As for you, always be sober, endure 

suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry 

out your ministry fully.  

 

Gospel 

Mark 10.46-52 

46As Jesus and his disciples and a large crowd 

were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of 

Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the 

roadside. 47When he heard that it was Jesus of 

Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, ‘Jesus, 

Son of David, have mercy on me!’ 48Many 

sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried 

out even more loudly, ‘Son of David, have 

mercy on me!’ 49Jesus stood still and said, ‘Call 

him here.’ And they called the blind man, saying 

to him, ‘Take heart; get up, he is calling you.’ 
50So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and 

came to Jesus. 51Then Jesus said to him, ‘What 

do you want me to do for you?’ The blind man 

said to him, ‘My teacher, let me see again.’ 
52Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your faith has made 

you well.’ Immediately he regained his sight and 

followed him on the way.  

 

Post communion 

God of all grace, your Son Jesus Christ fed the hungry 
with the bread of his life and the word of his kingdom: 

renew your people with your heavenly grace, and in all 

our weakness sustain us by your true and living bread; 

who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
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31 October 2021 

All Saints' Day 

 

The Collect 

Almighty God, you have knit together your elect 

in one communion and fellowship in the mystical body 

of your Son Christ our Lord: 

grant us grace so to follow your blessed saints in all 

virtuous and godly living that we may come to those 

inexpressible joys that you have prepared for those 

who truly love you; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

 

 

First Reading 

Revelation 21.1-6 

1I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth; for 

the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the 

holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out 

of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 

adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud 

voice from the throne saying, 

‘See, the home of God is among mortals. 

He will dwell with them;  they will be his 

peoples, and God himself will be with them; 
4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

Death will be no more; mourning and crying 

and pain will be no more, for the first things 

have passed away.’ 

5And the one who was seated on the throne 

said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’ Also he 

said, ‘Write this, for these words are 

trustworthy and true.’ 6Then he said to me, ‘It 

is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give 

water as a gift from the spring of the water of 

life.’ 

 

 

Gospel 

Matthew 5.1-12 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a 

mountainside and sat down. His disciples came 

to him, and he began to teach them, saying:  

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven.  

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 

comforted.  

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the 

earth.  

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they will be filled.  

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown 

mercy.  

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see 

God.  

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be 

called sons of God.  

Blessed are those who are persecuted because 

of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven.  

“Blessed are you when people insult you, 

persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil 

against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, 

because great is your reward in heaven, for in 

the same way they persecuted the prophets 

who were before you.” 

 

Post communion 

God, the source of all holiness and giver of all good 

things: may we who have shared at this table as 

strangers and pilgrims here on earth be welcomed with 

all your saints  to the heavenly feast on the day of your 

kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 

 


