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Upcoming events:
Deanery Synod
Thursday 20 October, 7:30pm
The United Church of St Paul,
Balsall Heath.

Chapter reminders

In this issue:
Report from Deanery Synod
Meet the Deanery Project Team—part I
Services for the Admission of Churchwardens
Wider chapter meeting summary
Commonwealth Games: Prayer Wave, Service of Praise,
Burn 24/7 prayer and Blessing the Commonwealth
Colin Corke’s showbiz car!

Wednesday 13 July, 1-3pm

Prayer Spaces Kit for schools

Chapter meeting with Bishop
David at St John the Baptist,
Longbridge

Property team information

August - No chapter meetings

Lambeth Conference prayer guide

Call for Clergy to help at Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice
Taize Taster for young people

Services for the admission
of Churchwardens
Sunday 10 July , 4pm Holy Cross
Church, Billesley Common
Wednesday 13 July, 7:30pm SS
Mary and Ambrose, Edgbaston

Services for the Admission of Churchwardens
Please could you let me know which of the services in KNMS or
other deanery you would like to attend, as I need to monitor numbers

Confirmation Services

for our deanery, and also contact the DSO in the relevant deanery

Sunday 18 September, 4pm

with your details.

Immanuel Church, Highters Heath.
Sunday 20 November, 11am
Birmingham Cathedral.

Cycle Church

Thank you, Deb - deborahj@cofebirmingham.com
If you are unable to attend either of the services in our deanery, you
are invited to attend a service in one of the other deaneries:
Monday 4th July (Coleshill & Polesworth) Coleshill Church, 7.30pm
Tuesday 5th July (Aston & Sutton Coldfield) Aston Parish Church,

Sunday 17th July, 1:30pm

7:30pm

Saturday 20th August, 9:00am

Wednesday 6th July (Handsworth & Central) St Mark Kingstanding,

Sunday 25th September, 1:30pm

7:30pm

Please contact Phelim for more
information
( ad.knms@cofebirmingham.com )

Monday 18th July (Yardley & Solihull) St Michael and All Angels Parish

Monday 11th July (Warley & Edgbaston) St Mary Bearwood, 7:30pm
Church, South Yardley, 7:30pm

Deanery Synod on ‘The Way of Discipleship’
The recent Deanery Synod was held at St David’s Church Shenley Green, with Guy Donegan-Cross (Diocesan
Director of Learning for Discipleship and Mission) as speaker.
Worship was led by Jenny Shardlow and Clare Gladstone;
members of St David’s.
Guy then spoke to us about growing the church through
discipleship and what it means to become and be a disciple. He
talked us through the ‘5 ways’ that we might make disciples and
grow leadership:
‘The Way of Discipleship’ website is a resource offering more than
250 questions to think about, 50 tools and four courses aimed at
shaping Christians through our daily lives.
The website can be found at https://wayofdiscipleship.org/

‘The Way of Servant Leadership’
is the Pathways course aimed at
developing those who want to
become better at influencing
others well, and in a Christ-like
way, whether in a church or
community setting.
There are also two groups which
Guy runs; ‘Intentional
Discipleship groups’ which meet
every 3-4 weeks online and which
are about helping us be attentive
to God and what he is saying in
our lives, and being changed and transformed in our character, lifestyle and habits.
‘Everyday Faith Learning Communities’ bring small groups of people from different churches together to learn
about, identify and put into practice at least seven changes in their own contexts. The group meets at least
four times over two years.
Guy also runs ‘Disciple making workshops’; with churches, which can help them look at two questions; What is
our plan for making disciples and Is it working?, to identify aspects of your life as a community and what actions
could be taken to put discipleship at the heart of everything you do.

Phelim then gave some brief updates, mentioning the reports from the General and Diocesan Synods which
were available, and also informing us that the formation of oversight areas was the focus of the Deanery
Project Team at the moment and would also be the topic of a future Deanery Synod.
He also passed on encouragement from the Deanery Eco Champions for people to come forward as Parish
Eco Contacts to help in informing parishes about issues regarding the environment and climate change.

Meet the Deanery Project Team—part I
This month and next we will be introducing our Deanery Project Team; a group made up of clergy and laity from
across the deanery who have been brought together to think about potential oversight areas and to help facilitate
discussion with parishes and PCCs.

Janice Paine, Licenced Lay Minister and Community Worker, St Bartholomew Allens Cross

Northfield.
I was very pleased to be invited to join the Project Team to review the purpose of People and
Places, and to learn more about how oversight areas may play an important role across the
Diocese.
Meeting clergy and ministers from other Parishes and listening and learning about current
patterns of mission and ministry has been really interesting and helpful in creating the initial
maps of areas for possible collaboration. I am excited about the potential for sharing
resources and developing mission opportunities within and across the communities we serve.
I am also looking forward to further conversations about the role of oversight ministers and how they might support,
develop, and encourage collaboration, working alongside leaders (lay and ordained) and congregations to identify skills and
opportunities, and together experimenting with models of mission that engage and connect with local people. There will
undoubtedly be many challenges, risks, and possibly mistakes, but by working collaboratively we can build stronger
relationships allowing us to grow a sustainable future in all areas of this Diocese. Exciting times ahead!

Nigel Jones Support Minister at St Patricks, Salter St, Earlswood, Solihull, Bishop's Vocation
Advisor.
It is a privilege to be part of any team working to discern God's Will in today's society and His

Kingdom working within it.
As the Body of Christ it is our responsibility to utilise the gifts we have to focus on, and prioritise
our abilities to enhance His Kingdom where we are.
I truly believe, if we are positive thinking, and generous of heart, God's Will - will be done.

Martin Stephenson, Vicar of St Peter’s Hall Green, Priest in charge of St Michael’s Hall Green,
Chaplain to MU Birmingham
I am pleased to be part of the Project Team because it helps us think and work creatively with the rich
resources we have in our parishes, and wider in the Deanery, as a foundation for present and future
mission.

Meet the Deanery Project Team—part I
Colin Corke, Vicar of Longbridge
I moved to Birmingham in 2001 and since then have been Vicar of Longbridge.
In 2005 MG Rover entered administration and the whole context of the parish
was changed as a result. I have a passion for collaborative working and
supporting local worshipping communities serving their areas - and am now

praying through the implications of church revitalisation/planting in the
Longbridge parish.

Andy Harris, Reader
I moved to the Midlands 9 years ago and have been worshipping at St Mary's Wythall up
and until May 2022 when I moved to Hazelwell Church. At St Mary's I trained as a
Reader and preached as well as leading both liturgical and musical worship. For the last
three years I was churchwarden. My Christian experience of worship and church over

the last 50 years has been in evangelical/charismatic churches. It seems to me that
society has largely turned its back on Jesus so the Church of England needs to adapt to
the challenges it faces in enabling people to experience all that Jesus came to bring
us. As fewer people experience the wonderful love and grace of God so our
congregations shrink, we need to use our resources wisely as we seek to make Jesus
relevant to this current generation.

Damian Herbert, TCAP facilitator

I work at Church of England Birmingham, as part of the Parish Mission Support team. I
lead the team responsible for Transforming Church Action Planning, accompanying
parishes, across the diocese, as they create of their Transforming Church Action Plan
(TCAP)— a ‘living’ document that sets out a vision for the future and serves to shape and
direct missional activities over the coming years. As a key aspect of People and Places,
these TCAPs will also help determine the missional priorities of each oversight area and
inform the deployment of resources across the deanery.
I worship within the deanery with my family, as a member of Bournville Parish Church. I
am excited at the potential of parishes working together in new ways to realise the vision
of ‘growing churches at the heart of each community’, as lives across the deanery are—
transformed by the love and power of Christ.

Deb (Deanery Support Officer) will be at the Admission of Churchwardens services so that you can arrange a slot
for your Archdeacon’s Visitation, which will be carried out by either Archdeacon Jenny, Phelim or Nick (Deanery
Lay Chair).

There will also be members of the Diocesan Property Team with information about the Parish Church Building
Support Service, and Guy Donegan-Cross will also be present with information about ways in which discipleship
and leadership can be nurtured and grown in the church and community.

Wider chapter meeting—summary
On 23 June a wider chapter meeting was held, to which all clergy, readers and churchwardens from across the deanery were
invited. Phelim invited Claire Turner (St Chad Rubery) and Magdalen Smith (Moseley Parish) to share their experiences of
beginning to think about working with other churches and people in their local areas, while Paul Day (Shirley Parish) and
Martin Stephenson (St Peter & St Michael Hall Green) gave us some insights into what this might look like in practice, as they
have been working in this way for a number of years.
There was an opportunity for people to get together in breakout rooms with those from their current proposed oversight
areas, to get to know each other and consider potential areas of collaboration. Phelim also asked the meeting to consider
two questions in relation to their parish and oversight area: What needs to be done in your parish as we move towards
forming our oversight areas?, and What steps can you take to achieve this in
the coming months?
We are moving towards the next stage of the formation of oversight areas and
would ask PCCs to consider the Oversight Area Proposal, where PCCs can
indicate that they are content to proceed with the formation of their proposed
oversight area.
Phelim and the Project Team are available to come and visit PCCs to chat
through any questions or concerns you might have in relation to this or any
other aspect of oversight areas. This can be arranged via Phelim (Area Dean)
ad.knms@cofebirmingham.com / 0121 4307410 or Deb (Deanery Support
Officer) deborahj@cofebirmingham.com / 0121 2621867

Sports Chaplaincy UK have produced a monthly prayer guide to use in the run up to
and during the Commonwealth Games:

We would like to draw your attention to a Service of Praise and Celebration ahead of the
start of the Commonwealth Games where we shall be welcoming the athletes and visitors from
Commonwealth Nations and Territories.
Service of Praise and Celebration
24 th July, 3pm at St Chads Cathedral
Booking required due to capacity, here:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-service-of-praise-churches-of-birmingham-welcome-thecommonwealth-games-tickets-347887369487
The service will be attended by senior leaders from Birmingham ’s Christian Churches and a
congregation drawn from a number of congregations. A varied programme of music will be provided by the Cathedral organist, a worship band, the Birmingham City Council Workplace Choir
and children from Sacred Heart Primary School.
Civic guests:

•
•
•

The Lord Lieutenant of the West Midlands
The Lord Mayor of Birmingham
The High Sheriff of the County of the West Midlands

President: His Grace the Most Revd Bernard Longley, Archbishop of Birmingham
Preacher: The Rt Revd Mike Royal, General Secretary of Churches Together in England

Colin Corke’s showbiz car!
Many will know that Colin Corke, Vicar of Longbridge, is a car
enthusiast and motoring historian. One of the pleasures of owning
older ordinary ‘consumer durable’ cars is the way they can evoke
memories and are now rare as most of them have long been
scrapped.
Researchers for the recent BBC2 series ‘Back in time for Birmingham’,
that was to help a family explore the journey of Asians in the city
from the 1950s onwards, contacted Colin to ask to use his 1973
Austin Allegro. The family had a corner shop in Sparkhill by the 1970s
and the ‘new car’ would take them to the cash and carry to stock
their store. The day of filming was great fun and it was good to trigger
recollections with the then latest model from Longbridge.

We’re on social media!
The Deanery of Kings Norton, Moseley and Shirley, Diocese
iiiof Birmingham
@Deanery_KNMS

iii

Cycle Church, Diocese of Birmingham and KNMS Deanery
@CycleChurchBham

Free, creative resource kits to create your own Prayer Space in school.
All you need all in one place!
Three brand new kits are being hosted in parishes across the diocese for you to borrow and run your own prayer space in your local
school or in your church inviting the school to join you.
They can be used with primary or secondary children and contain between 6-9 ready-to-use prayer spaces with a whole load of ideas to create more.
If you have never run a Prayer Space before, there is a step-by-step guide as well as two resource books about Creative Prayer to
help you use these stations in a wider context of a multi-age service or invitational service after your Prayer Space event in the
school.
There is also a link to the Prayer Spaces in Schools website, our own CofE Birmingham schools pack created by the Parish Mission
Support team and the Education team, with downloadable Prayer space ideas, as well as all the equipment you will need from postit notes to bubble tubes.
All of this is free, all that is asked is that you replace anything you use or that gets broken, such as the post-it notes and balloons.
Each kit has different equipment so you could borrow a different box each term and you would have a year's worth of Prayer Spaces
for your local school.
There is an ‘Original‘ kit – if you have never run a Prayer Space before this is a good one to start with.
A ‘Wellbeing’ kit with up to 9 ideas for different stations
A ‘Reconciliation’ kit with themes such as peacemakers, forgiveness, and thankfulness
The list of the equipment can be found at the link below along with all the information about how to run your very own prayer
space. If you want to have a look at what each kit contains click here and to get started: https://drive.google.com/drive/
folders/1gss_nQUnC0msRMZwWV4rrIJ3dOdOJ2d-?usp=sharing
If you need any help as you start, such as how to gather a team or thinking about how to approach a school to start a conversation,

f.a.o. Anglican Clergy within easy reach of St Mary’s Hospice, Raddlebarn Road, Selly Park,
B29 7DA
Hello, I’m Lynn the recently appointed chaplain for St Mary’s and John Taylor Hospices.
I am looking for local clergy who would be willing to be called in to St Mary’s in cases of urgent need, when I am
not available. For some reason we have existing contacts from other faiths and other Christian denominations but
currently no Anglicans.
If you were willing to be added to our ‘Local Ministers Contact List’ I do not anticipate you being called in more
than a few times a year.
Please contact me via email with your contact details if you would be willing to share in this occasional but very
valuable and much appreciated end-of-life ministry.

With thanks in anticipation
Lynn
Rev Lynn Busfield, Spiritual Care Coordinator, Birmingham St Mary’s and John Taylor Hospices
lynn.busfield1@nhs.net

To download the prayer guide use this link:
https://www.lambethconference.org/resources/prayer-guide/

