
St Laurence Church                 Sunday 18 March 2018                                            

Northfield                                                         Lent 5 

 

Opening Hymn 394 
 

The Collect (prayer for the day) 

Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of 

your Son Jesus Christ delivered and saved the world: 

grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 

we may triumph in the power of his victory; through 

Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever.  Amen 

First Reading Jeremiah 31.31-34 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will 

make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the 

house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I 

made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand 

to bring them out of the land of Egypt – a covenant that 

they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 
33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house 

of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my 

law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I 

will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No 

longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, 

‘Know the LORD’, for they shall all know me, from the 

least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will 

forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

Psalm 51 (10am only)  
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Have mercy on me, O God, in your great goodness; 
according to the abundance of your compassion blot out 
my offences.  Wash me thoroughly from my wickedness 
and cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my faults 
and my sin is ever before me. R 

Against you only have I sinned  and done what is 
evil in your sight, 
So that you are justified in your sentence and righteous in 
your judgement. 
I have been wicked even from my birth, a sinner when 
my mother conceived me. Behold, you desire truth 
deep within me and shall make me understand wisdom 
in the depths of my heart. R 

Purge me with hyssop and I shall be clean; wash 
me and I shall be whiter than snow. Make me 
hear of joy and gladness, that the bones you 
have broken may rejoice. 
Turn your face from my sins and blot out all my 
misdeeds. Make me a clean heart, O God, and renew a 
right spirit within me. R 

Cast me not away from your presence and take not 
your holy spirit from me. Give me again the joy of your 
salvation and sustain me with your gracious spirit. R 

Second Reading Hebrews 5.5-10 
5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, 

but was appointed by the one who said to him, ‘You are 

my Son, today I have begotten you’; 6as he says also in 

another place, ‘You are a priest for ever, according to the 

order of Melchizedek.’ 

7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and 

supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who 

was able to save him from death, and he was heard 

because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a 

Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; 9and 

having been made perfect, he became the source of 

eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10having been 

designated by God a high priest according to the order of 

Melchizedek. 

Hymn we repeat the psalm response  

Gospel  John 12.20-33 
20Among those who went up to worship at the festival 

were some Greeks. 21They came to Philip, who was from 

Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see 

Jesus.’ 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and 

Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, ‘The 

hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very 

truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth 

and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it 

bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and 

those who hate their life in this world will keep it for 

eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and 

where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever 

serves me, the Father will honour. 

27‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say – 

“Father, save me from this hour”? No, it is for this reason 

that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your 

name.’ Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, 

and I will glorify it again.’ 29The crowd standing there 

heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, ‘An 

angel has spoken to him.’ 30Jesus answered, ‘This voice 

has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the 

judgement of this world; now the ruler of this world will 

be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the 

earth, will draw all people to myself.’ 33He said this to 

indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon  Father David Pycock, Associate Priest 
 

The Intercessions are led by  

8.30am Janice Wones  

10am   Debbie Keeves 
 

Offertory 463 

During this hymn the collection is taken or you can text a 

donation: - STLA02 (that’s zero not the letter O) 

followed by a space then one of £1/£2/£3/£4/£5/£10    to   

70070   
 

Hymns during the administration of Holy Communion: 

333, 448 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us that what we do 

for the least of our brothers and sisters we do also for 

you: give us the will to be the servant of others as you 

were the servant of all, and gave up your life and died for 

us, but are alive and reign, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Recessional Hymn 303 

 

NOTICES 



The clocks go forward next Sunday so don’t miss 

our Palm Sunday services.  At 8.30am it’s a Rise and 

Shine service in the Pastoral Centre as well as a quiet 

Holy Communion in church.  Depending on the weather 

we may process outside.  No baptisms on Palm Sunday.   

Palm Crosses will be made on Monday 19 March from 

9am in the Pastoral Centre. No experience needed. 

Please come and help with this even if you’re only able to 

help for a short time. Barbara Finch 
 

The Lent- Easter calendar is now available (green).  
 

Also available are Easter cards with details of services.  

Please help deliver them around the parish – sign up on 

the ‘list of streets’ at the back of church.   
 

Meanwhile it is still Lent and we have  

Candlelit Compline  Wednesday 8.30pm in church.  

Ecumenical Lectures with Father Cecil Rogerson on 

Praying with the Saints Mondays, 7.30pm St Brigid’s & 

Thursday, 11am Northfield Methodist Church.  

And Eco- Lent!  Keep putting your beans in the jar.  

Canon Janet now has some ‘hippos’ so let her know if 

you would like one.    
 

TODAY - FINAL chance to sign the Petition!  

Traffic regularly travels the wrong way along Rectory 

Road.  The petition will be handed in at the Northfield 

Ward Meeting tomorrow so please sign today if you have 

not already.  You can also sign on-line 

https://www.ipetitions.com/petition/rectory-road-

northfield-birmingham  We’ve got 300+ signatures so far.    
 

Holy Dusters   Church cleaning will be on Tuesday 20 

March at 9.30am.  All welcome to help. 
 

Mothers’ Union there will be a time for reflection on 

Lent and a preparation for Holy Week and Easter 7pm 

Thursday, 22 March in the Pastoral Centre.   Then come 

along for Easter egg decorating in church on Saturday, 24 

March between 10am and 12noon.   Rowena 
 

Spring Sunday Lunch Come and celebrate Easter and 

Spring at the Olde Rose & Crown on Sunday 15 April – 

1pm - £20 for 3 course lunch. Maximum 35 places. See 

details in the porch. Please sign up and pass your menu 

choice and money to Rowena as soon as possible.   
 

Our Annual Meeting is on Sunday 29 April after the 

10am service.  We are starting to put reports together.  

Please send them to Anne Pycock 

(anne.pycock@blueyonder.co.uk) by Sunday 25 March.  

They should refer to the year 2017 but OK to include 

the first 3 months of this year too.   

In order to vote at the Annual Meeting you need to be 

on the church electoral roll (membership roll – 

nothing to do with local government elections!).  Forms 

are available at the back of church and should be 

returned to a church warden or Ruth Clarke (Electoral 

Roll officer) by Sunday 8 April 2018.  
 

March 100 Club Winners  -  Ist Dorothy Green.  

2nd Hilda Pouncett,3rd Roger Bannister Congratulations! 
  

Canon Janet is on a few days R & R.  Back on duty 5pm 

Tuesday Junior School Governors meeting.  

Exploring Faith We will be starting group sessions to 

learn more about the Christian Faith and the church.  No 

question off limits!  It could lead into Adult Baptism 

and/or Confirmation.  Have a word with one of the 

clergy or Janice if interested.   
 

Gridiron trip to the Gloucestershire and 

Warwickshire Steam Railway Thursday 17 May. All 

day hop on/off steam train and/or diesel rail car and 

including new line to Broadway £15.60 (payable in 

advance). Option to stay on the railway, or visit 

Broadway, Hailes Abbey, Winchcombe. Refreshments 

stop en route. Meet at the Pastoral Centre at 8.45am for 

transport to Toddington station. Sign up sheet and full 

details in the porch. Steve Wright 475 4005 
 

Easter Garden - It is getting more difficult for me to 

climb around to set up the Easter Garden. Would you 

like to help me this year, with a view to your taking over 

and doing it as you would like next year? I will be setting 

it up on the Saturday between Good Friday and Easter 

Sunday. Speak to me if you would like to help and would 

be available on that day.  Janice Wones 
 

Thank You!  

• Flower Guild for making and donating the posies for 

Mothering Sunday and to the Mothers’ Union for 

giving the bookmarks 

• to Mark Reynolds and all who helped at Quiz Night 

• all who helped at and attended Fr David’s Licensing as 

Associate Rector last Tuesday.  A great evening!  

Weekly events:  

‘Stay and Play’ (Parent/carer & baby/toddler group) 

Mondays 9.30-11am.   
 

Gridiron Coffee Morning Tuesdays 10 – 11.30am.  
 

Church Open on Saturdays 10-12noon. Refreshments 

will be available. This is an opportunity to explore your 

local historic church or simply to enjoy a quiet moment 

of reflection. 
 

For your prayers 

Those who are ill including: Richard Barber (Steph and 

all the family), Fr Robert Warren who is back in hospital.     

Those who have died  Emily Bisseker, Patricia Alcock, 

Thelma Pycock (Fr David’s mother), Audrey Horton 
 

Prayer requests may be left in the book by the ‘Mary Altar.’  

They are included in Morning and Evening Prayer  
 

 

Baptism & Wedding Enquiries  

Please come to the Parish Surgery on  

1st & 3rd Wed of month     6-7pm  
in the Pastoral Centre, 173 Church Road, Northfield, B31 2LX 

 

Contact Details  

Parish Office – 0121 475 1518     

Rectory – 0121 477 3111 

Parish Office – stlaurence@btconnect.com     

Rector – janet.rectory@gmail.com 
 

Website: www.stlaurencenorthfield.org  
   

Twitter: @stlaurenceb31    Rector: @janetchapman5 

https://www.ipetitions.com/petition/rectory-road-northfield-birmingham
https://www.ipetitions.com/petition/rectory-road-northfield-birmingham

