
St Laurence Church            Sunday 17 December 2017                                            

Northfield                                                       Advent 3  

 

Opening Hymn 527 

Hymns are not sung at 8.30 service 

 

The Collect (prayer for the day) 

Almighty God, purify our hearts and minds, 

that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as  

judge and saviour we may be ready to receive him, 

who is our Lord and our God.  We ask this through him 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen 

 

First Reading Isaiah 40.1-11 

1Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak 

tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served 

her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received 

from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 3A voice 

cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the 

LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our 

God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain 

and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become 

level, and the rough places a plain. 5Then the glory of the 

LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it 

together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.’    
6A voice says, ‘Cry out!’  And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ All 

people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the 

field. 7The grass withers, the flower fades, when the 

breath of the LORD blows upon it;  surely the people are 

grass. 8The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word 

of our God will stand for ever. 9Get you up to a high 

mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your 

voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 

lift it up, do not fear;say to the cities of Judah, ‘Here is 

your God!’ 10See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and 

his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his 

recompense before him. 11He will feed his flock like a 

shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry 

them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

 

Second Reading Psalm 85.1-2,8-13 

Response   Show us your mercy, O Lord. 

1 Lord, you were gracious to your land; you restored the 

fortunes of Jacob. 

2 You forgave the offence of your people and covered all 

their sins. Response 

8 I will listen to what the Lord God will say, for he shall 

speak peace to his people and to the faithful, that they 

turn not again to folly. 

9 Truly, his salvation is near to those who fear him,    

that his glory may dwell in our land.  Response 

10  Mercy and truth are met together,    

righteousness and peace have kissed each other; 

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth    

and righteousness look down from heaven. Response 

12 The Lord will indeed give all that is good,    

and our land will yield its increase. 

13 Righteousness shall go before him    

and direct his steps in the way.  

Response  Show us your mercy, O Lord. 

Hymn 480 (v1,2) 

Gospel  Mark 1.1-8 

1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son 

of God.  2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,   ‘See, I am 

sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare 

your way; 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight”’, 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, 

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 

of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside 

and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, 

and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 

their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with 

a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and 

wild honey. 7He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more 

powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to 

stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have 

baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit.’  

This is the Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Hymn 480 v3 Sunday School leaves 

 

Sermon  Fr David Pycock 

 

The Intercessions are led by  

8.30am  Sue Richards 

10am     Debbie Keeves 

 

Offertory Hymn  282 

 

During this hymn the collection is taken or you can text a 

donation: - STLA02 (that’s zero not the letter O) 

followed by a space then one of £1/£2/£3/£4/£5/£10    to   

70070   

 

Hymns during the administration 

of Holy Communion: 128 (1st tune), 690 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Father in heaven, who sent your Son to redeem the 

world and will send him again to be our judge: give us 

grace so to imitate him  in the humility and purity of his 

first coming that, when he comes again, we may be ready 

to greet him with joyful love and firm faith; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Recessional Hymn 295 

Please turn to face the middle of the church as the choir and 

clergy pass by.  

 

 



NOTICES 
 

Thank you  

• to all who made the Christingles.  Please return 

Christingle Collection Candles asap.  

• To all who helped make the Jazz Night such a 

memorable occasion.  We raised nearly £400 

• To all who supported Beer & Carols – what a 

great evening! 

• To all who helped with the Christmas Fayre at 

‘The Great Stone’  

 

TODAY at 4pm… Carol Service by candlelight (with 

choir rehearsal at 2.30pm) followed by Mulled Wine & 

Mince Pies provided by The Gridiron.   
 

Community Christmas meeting is today after 10am 

service.  Aiming to start at Noon. 

 

Holy Dusters  Christmas Church Cleaning will be on 

Tues 19 at 9.30am. 

All welcome to make our lovely church sparkle. 

 

Candlelit Compline for Advent 

8.30pm – 9pm Wednesday.  Please enter church VERY 

quietly as it will be open from 8pm with quiet music, as a 

time of reflection.  ‘I will be using the Rosary beads as the 

basis for the meditation at Compline on 20th. If you will 

be coming to Compline on that evening and you have a 

set of beads, please bring them. If you do not have a set, 

just bring your 10 fingers! Janice Wones 

 

The Advent & Christmas Prayer Tree is now 

available.  During this time of preparation and 

expectant waiting for the celebration of the nativity, we 

also remember those whom we have loved but died.  By 

the pricket stand at the back of church we have set up a 

prayer tree.  Please add the name of your loved one, 

together with any message, on a card bauble and hang it 

on the tree. 
 

Church Christmas Tree Appeal  This 

year we are supporting the Malawi 

Birmingham Partnership (Diocesan 

Malawi link) and also The Children’s 

Society.  Please donate some money and 

place a bauble on the tree.  Thank you. 
 

’Piphy Pudding Party - celebrate the Epiphany with a 

party!  Saturday evening 6 January a party for all the 

congregation (and their friends too).  Please bring a 

Pudding to share & own drinks.  Tea, coffee, squash 

available. exciting entertainment too!  All for FREE.  

Please sign the list in the porch if you hope to come 

 

Barbara Finch has a walking frame available if you know 

of anyone who could use it.  

All the Stations fundraising event 27 January 2018 

Over the summer of 2017, Vicki Pipe and Geoff  

Marshall  travelled the length & breadth of Great Britain 

to visit all 2,563 National Rail Stations. They will be telling 

of their epic journey at St Laurence on Saturday 27 

January at 7pm as a fundraiser for the Church. Online 

tickets have sold out within 5 days BUT 20 tickets have 

been kept back for St Laurence attendees! £10 including  

fish & chip supper. Please contact Lorraine in the office.  

 

Weekly events in Pastoral Centre 

 

‘Stay and Play’ (Parent/carer and baby/toddler group) 

Mondays in term -time 9.30-11am.  This week a Party!  

 

Gridiron Christmas Coffee Morning with games! 

Tuesdays 10 – 11.30am.  The last coffee morning of this 

year will be Tuesday 19 December in the Pastoral 

Centre. It will restart on Tuesday 9 January. As ever, all 

are welcome to come along. 

 

The Gridiron Diary -The Gridiron is a non-fundraising 

social arm of the church, open to all. It relies on people 

offering to organise an activity or event at a time to suit 

them, so spreading the workload. There is no committee, 

just a diary secretary, or secretaries, to organise a 

meeting at the start of the year and then publicise the 

annual programme. It is not time consuming.  After six 

enjoyable years, Chris & Stuart Andrew are stepping 

down. If anyone would like to take on the role as diary 

secretary(ies) or would like more info, please contact us: 

Tel: 0121 628 0425 e-mail js.andrew@live.co.uk. 

 

 

For your prayers 

Those who are ill including: Richard Barber (now back 

home). Please pray for Steph and all the family too.  

 

Those who have died   

William Albert George Sweet, Barbara Dearn (funeral in 

church 2.45pm Thurs 21 December), Frederick George 

Needler  (funeral in church 1pm Wed 3 Jan) 

 

Prayer requests may be left in the book by the ‘Mary Altar.’  

They are included in Morning and Evening Prayer several 

times a week.  

 

 

Baptism & Wedding Enquiries  

Please come to the Parish Surgery on  

1st & 3rd Wed of month     6-7pm  

in the Pastoral Centre, 173 Church Road,  

Northfield, B31 2LX 

Open 20 December and 3 January as normal 

Final call to deliver Parish Christmas cards? 

They are available in packs of 20.  There is a list of 

streets in the parish available.  Please sign up again the 

street(s) you can do – they are in groups of streets 

close together, but you don’t have to do the whole 

group.  Please do NOT deliver cards outside the 

parish as they ‘belong’ to another church! 

Please note that morning services on Christmas 

Eve and Christmas Day services have changed 

times because of  setting up for and doing 

‘Community Christmas’  There will be just one 

morning service at 9.30am on both days.   See 

the yellow calendar for full details.   



Contact Details  

Parish Office – 0121 475 1518     

Rectory – 0121 477 3111 

Parish Office – stlaurence@btconnect.com     

Rector – janet.rectory@gmail.com 

 

Website: www.stlaurencenorthfield.org  

   

Twitter: @stlaurenceb31    Rector: @janetchapman5 

 

Facebook 

www.facebook.com/StLaurenceChurchNorthfield 

    

Just Giving  

www.justgiving.com/stlaurence-northfield 

 

TripAdvisor 

http://bit.ly/StLaurenceTripAdvisor  

http://www.facebook.com/StLaurenceChurchNorthfield
http://bit.ly/StLaurenceTripAdvisor

