
St Laurence Church, Northfield 
Registered Charity 1132975    

Prayers and Readings for 9.30am service  
 

 

Thursday 11th June 2020 

(10am service)  

 

Day Thanksgiving for the Institution 

of Holy Communion (Corpus Christi) 

 

The Collect – (priest only) 

Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you that in this 

wonderful sacrament you have given us the 

memorial of your passion: grant us so to 

reverence the sacred mysteries of your 

body and blood that we may know within 

ourselves and show forth in our lives 

the fruits of your redemption; for you are 

alive and reign with the Father in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading 

I Corinthians 11.23-26 

Beloved: 23I received from the Lord what I 

also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus 

on the night when he was betrayed took a 

loaf of bread, 24and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my 

body that is for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.’ 25In the same way he 

took the cup also, after supper, saying, ‘This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do 

this, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.’ 26For as often as you 

eat this bread and drink the cup, you 

proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel   

John 6.51-58 

Jesus said to the Jews: 51‘I am the living 

bread that came down from heaven. 

Whoever eats of this bread will live for 

ever; and the bread that I will give for the 

life of the world is my flesh.’ 
52The Jews then disputed among 

themselves, saying, ‘How can this man give 

us his flesh to eat?’ 53So Jesus said to them, 

‘Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the 

flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, 

you have no life in you. 54Those who eat my 

flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, 

and I will raise them up on the last day; 
55for my flesh is true food and my blood is 

true drink. 56Those who eat my flesh and 

drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 
57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live 

because of the Father, so whoever eats me 

will live because of me. 58This is the bread 

that came down from heaven, not like that 

which your ancestors ate, and they died. 

But the one who eats this bread will live for 

ever.’  

 

Reflection – Fr John Richards  

 

Post communion – (priest only) 

All praise to you, our God and Father, 

for you have fed us with the bread of 

heaven and quenched our thirst from the 

true vine: hear our prayer that, being 

grafted into Christ, 

we may grow together in unity 

and feast with him in his kingdom; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  
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14 June 2020 
 

First Sunday after Trinity 
 

The Collect – (priest only) 

O God, the strength of all those who put their 

trust in you, mercifully accept our prayers and, 

because through the weakness of our mortal 

nature we can do no good thing without you, 

grant us the help of your grace, that in the keeping 

of your commandments we may please you both in 

will and deed; through Jesus Christ your Son our 

Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 

 

First Reading 

Exodus 19.2-8a 
2The Israelites had journeyed from Rephidim, 

entered the wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the 

wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the 

mountain. 3Then Moses went up to God; the 

LORD called to him from the mountain, saying, 

‘Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell 

the Israelites: 4You have seen what I did to the 

Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and 

brought you to myself. 5Now therefore, if you obey 

my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my 

treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, 

the whole earth is mine, 6but you shall be for me a 

priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the 

words that you shall speak to the Israelites.’ 
7So Moses came, summoned the elders of the 

people, and set before them all these words that 

the LORD had commanded him. 8The people all 

answered as one: ‘Everything that the LORD has 

spoken we will do.’ 

 

Gospel 

Matthew 9.35 - 10.5-20 
35Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, 

teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the 

good news of the kingdom, and curing every 

disease and every sickness. 36When he saw the 

crowds, he had compassion for them, because they 

were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a  

 

shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, ‘The 

harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; 
38therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out 

labourers into his harvest.’ 5These twelve Jesus 

sent out with the following instructions: ‘Go 

nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town 

of the Samaritans, 6but go rather to the lost sheep 

of the house of Israel. 7As you go, proclaim the 

good news, “The kingdom of heaven has come 

near.” 8Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the 

lepers, cast out demons. You received without 

payment; give without payment. 9Take no gold, or 

silver, or copper in your belts, 10no bag for your 

journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for 

labourers deserve their food. 11Whatever town or 

village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and 

stay there until you leave. 12As you enter the 

house, greet it. 13If the house is worthy, let your 

peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your 

peace return to you. 14If anyone will not welcome 

you or listen to your words, shake off the dust 

from your feet as you leave that house or town. 
15Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the 

land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of 

judgement than for that town. 16See, I am sending 

you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be 

wise as serpents and innocent as doves. 17Beware 

of them, for they will hand you over to councils 

and flog you in their synagogues; 18and you will be 

dragged before governors and kings because of me, 

as a testimony to them and the Gentiles. 19When 

they hand you over, do not worry about how you 

are to speak or what you are to say; for what you 

are to say will be given to you at that time; 20for it 

is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father 

speaking through you.  

 

Reflection – Janice Wones (Reader)  

 

Post communion – (priest only) 

Eternal Father, we thank you for nourishing us 

with these heavenly gifts: 

may our communion strengthen us in faith, 

build us up in hope, and make us grow in love; 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
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21 June 2020 

 

Second Sunday after Trinity 

 

The Collect – (priest only) 

Lord, you have taught us that all our doings 

without love are nothing worth: send your Holy 

Spirit and pour into our hearts that most excellent 

gift of love, the true bond of peace and of all 

virtues, without which whoever lives is counted 

dead before you. Grant this for your only Son Jesus 

Christ’s sake, who is alive and reigns with you, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen 

 

First Reading 

Jeremiah 20.7-13 
7O LORD, you have enticed me, and I was enticed; 

you have overpowered me, and you have prevailed. 

I have become a laughing-stock all day long; 

everyone mocks me. 8For whenever I speak, I must 

cry out, I must shout, ‘Violence and destruction!’ 

For the word of the LORD has become for me 

a reproach and derision all day long. 9If I say, ‘I will 

not mention him, or speak any more in his name’, 

then within me there is something like a burning 

fire shut up in my bones; I am weary with holding it 

in, and I cannot. 10For I hear many whispering: 

‘Terror is all around! Denounce him! Let us 

denounce him!’ All my close friends are watching 

for me to stumble. ‘Perhaps he can be enticed, and 

we can prevail against him, and take our revenge 

on him.’ 11But the LORD is with me like a dread 

warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble, 

and they will not prevail. They will be greatly 

shamed, for they will not succeed. Their eternal 

dishonour will never be forgotten. 12O LORD of 

hosts, you test the righteous, you see the heart and 

the mind; let me see your retribution upon them, 

for to you I have committed my cause.  
13Sing to the LORD; praise the LORD! For he has 

delivered the life of the needy from the hands of 

evildoers.  

 

 

 

Gospel 

Matthew 10.24-39 

Jesus summoned the twelve and sent them out 

with the following instruction: 24‘A disciple is not 

above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; 
25it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, 

and the slave like the master. If they have called the 

master of the house Beelzebul, how much more 

will they malign those of his household! 
26So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered 

up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret 

that will not become known. 27What I say to you in 

the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear 

whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28Do not 

fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the 

soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul 

and body in hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a 

penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground 

unperceived by your Father. 30And even the hairs 

of your head are all counted. 31So do not be afraid; 

you are of more value than many sparrows. 
32Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before 

others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in 

heaven; 33but whoever denies me before others, I 

also will deny before my Father in heaven. 
34Do not think that I have come to bring peace to 

the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a 

sword. 35For I have come to set a man against his 

father,  and a daughter against her mother, and a 

daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 36and 

one’s foes will be members of one’s own 

household. 37Whoever loves father or mother 

more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever 

loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy 

of me; 38and whoever does not take up the cross 

and follow me is not worthy of me. 39Those who 

find their life will lose it, and those who lose their 

life for my sake will find it.’  

 

Reflection – Canon Janet (Rector) 

 

Post communion – (priest only) 

Loving Father, we thank you for feeding us at the 

supper of your Son: sustain us with your Spirit, 

that we may serve you here on earth until our joy 

is complete in heaven, and we share in the eternal 

banquet with Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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28 June 2020 

 

Third Sunday after Trinity 

 

The Collect – (priest only) 

Almighty God, 

you have broken the tyranny of sin 

and have sent the Spirit of your Son into 

our hearts  whereby we call you Father: 

give us grace to dedicate our freedom to 

your service, that we and all creation may 

be brought to the glorious liberty of the 

children of God; through Jesus Christ your 

Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 

 

First Reading 

Jeremiah 28.5-9 
5The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the 

prophet Hananiah in the presence of the 

priests and all the people who were 

standing in the house of the LORD; 6and 

the prophet Jeremiah said, ‘Amen! May the 

LORD do so; may the LORD fulfil the 

words that you have prophesied, and bring 

back to this place from Babylon the vessels 

of the house of the LORD, and all the 

exiles. 7But listen now to this word that I 

speak in your hearing and in the hearing of 

all the people. 8The prophets who preceded 

you and me from ancient times prophesied 

war, famine, and pestilence against many 

countries and great kingdoms. 9As for the 

prophet who prophesies peace, when the 

word of that prophet comes true, then it 

will be known that the LORD has truly sent 

the prophet.’  

 

 

Gospel 

Matthew 10.40-42 
40‘Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, 

and whoever welcomes me welcomes the 

one who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a 

prophet in the name of a prophet will 

receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever 

welcomes a righteous person in the name 

of a righteous person will receive the 

reward of the righteous; 42and whoever 

gives even a cup of cold water to one of 

these little ones in the name of a disciple - 

truly I tell you, none of these will lose their 

reward.’  

 

Reflection – Father David  

                     (Associate Priest) 

 

Post communion – (priest only) 

O God, whose beauty is beyond our 

imagining and whose power we cannot 

comprehend: show us your glory as far as 

we can grasp it, and shield us from knowing 

more than we can bear until we may look 

upon you without fear; through Jesus Christ 

our Saviour. 

Amen 
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05 July 2020 
 

Fourth Sunday after Trinity 
 

 

The Collect – (priest only) 
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, 

without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: 

increase and multiply upon us your mercy; 

that with you as our ruler and guide we may so 

pass through things temporal that we lose not our 

hold on things eternal; grant this, heavenly Father, 

for our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 
 

 

First Reading 
Zechariah 9.9-12 
9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 

Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 

Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and 

victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, 

on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

and the warhorse from Jerusalem; and the battle-

bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace 

to the nations; his dominion shall be from sea to 

sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.  
11As for you also, because of the blood of my 

covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free 

from the waterless pit. 12Return to your 
stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare 

that I will restore to you double. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel 
Matthew 11.16-19,25-30 

At that time Jesus said, 16‘To what will I compare 

this generation? It is like children sitting in the 

market-places and calling to one another,  
17“We played the flute for you, and you did not 

dance;  we wailed, and you did not mourn.” 
18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and 

they say, “He has a demon”; 19the Son of Man came 

eating and drinking, and they say, “Look, a glutton 

and a drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and 

sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds. 
25I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 

because you have hidden these things from the 

wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to 
infants; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious 

will. 27All things have been handed over to me by 

my Father; and no one knows the Son except the 

Father, and no one knows the Father except the 

Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to 

reveal him. 28Come to me, all you that are weary 

and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 

rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; 

for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 

find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and 

my burden is light.’  

 

Reflection – Canon Janet (Rector) 

 

Post communion – (priest only) 
Eternal God, 

comfort of the afflicted and healer of the broken, 

you have fed us at the table of life and hope: 

teach us the ways of gentleness and peace, 

that all the world may acknowledge the kingdom of 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
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12 July 2020 
 

Fifth Sunday after Trinity 
 

The Collect – (priest only) 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the 

whole body of the Church  is governed and 

sanctified: hear our prayer which we offer for all 

your faithful people, that in their vocation and 

ministry they may serve you in holiness and truth 

to the glory of your name; through our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. 

Amen 

 

First Reading 
Isaiah 55.10-13 

Thus says the LORD:   
10For as the rain and the snow come down from 

heaven, and do not return there until they have 

watered the earth, making it bring forth and 

sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the 

eater, 11so shall my word be that goes out from 

my mouth; it shall not return to me empty,  but it 

shall accomplish that which I purpose, and 

succeed in the thing for which I sent it.  
12For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in 

peace; the mountains and the hills before you 

shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field 

shall clap their hands. 13Instead of the thorn shall 

come up the cypress;  instead of the brier shall 

come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the LORD 

for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall 

not be cut off.  

 

Gospel 
Matthew 13.1-9,18-23 
1Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the 

lake. 2Such great crowds gathered around him 

that he got into a boat and sat there, while the 

whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told 

them many things in parables, saying: ‘Listen! A 

sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some 

seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate 

them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 

where they did not have much soil, and they 

sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 
6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and 

since they had no root, they withered away. 
7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 

grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on 

good soil and brought forth grain, some a 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone 

with ears listen! 
18Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When 

anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does 

not understand it, the evil one comes and 

snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was 

sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 
21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution 

arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown 

among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of 

wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 
23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is 

the one who hears the word and understands it, 

who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 

hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another 

thirty.’  

 

Reflection – Theresa Morton  
(Licensed Lay Minister to be Assistant Curate 

once ordinations are permitted ) 

 

Post communion – (priest only) 
Grant, O Lord, we beseech you, that the course 

of this world may be so peaceably ordered by 

your governance, that your Church may joyfully 

serve you in all godly quietness; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
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19 July 2020 
 

Sixth Sunday after Trinity 
 

The Collect – (priest only) 

Merciful God, you have prepared for those who 

love you such good things as pass our 

understanding: pour into our hearts such love 

toward you that we, loving you in all things and 

above all things, may obtain your promises, 

which exceed all that we can desire; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen 

 

First Reading 
Wisdom of Solomon 12.13,16-19 
13There is not any god besides you, whose care is 

for all people,  to whom you should prove that 

you have not judged unjustly; 16For your strength 

is the source of righteousness, and your 

sovereignty over all causes you to spare all. 
17For you show your strength when people doubt 

the completeness of your power, and you rebuke 

any insolence among those who know it. 
18Although you are sovereign in strength, you 

judge with mildness, and with great forbearance 

you govern us; for you have power to act 

whenever you choose. 19Through such works you 

have taught your people that the righteous must 

be kind, and you have filled your children with 

good hope, because you give repentance for sins. 

 

Gospel 
Matthew 13.24-30,36-43 
24Jesus put before the crowd another parable: 

‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 

someone who sowed good seed in his field; 25but 

while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and 

sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went 

away. 26So when the plants came up and bore 

grain then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the 

slaves of the householder came and said to him, 

“Master, did you not sow good seed in your field?  

 

Where, then, did these weeds come from?” 28He 

answered, “An enemy has done this.” The slaves 

said to him, “Then do you want us to go and 

gather them?” 29But he replied, “No; for in 

gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat 

along with them. 30Let both of them grow 

together until the harvest; and at harvest time I 

will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and 

bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the 

wheat into my barn.”’ 
36Then Jesus left the crowds and went into the 

house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 

‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the 

field.’ 37He answered, ‘The one who sows the 

good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the 

world, and the good seed are the children of the 

kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil 

one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the 

devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the 

reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are 

collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at 

the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send his 

angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all 

causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they will 

throw them into the furnace of fire, where there 

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the 

righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of 

their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!’  

 

Reflection – Canon Janet (Rector) 

 

Post communion – (priest only) 

God of our pilgrimage, 

you have led us to the living water: 

refresh and sustain us 

as we go forward on our journey, 

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright acknowledgement (where not already indicated 

above): 

Some material included in this service is copyright: ©  1989 National 

Council of the Churches of Christ, USA 
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26 July 2020 
 

Seventh Sunday after Trinity 
 

The Collect – (priest only) 

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver 

of all good things: graft in our hearts the love of 

your name, increase in us true religion, nourish us 

with all goodness, and of your great mercy keep 

us in the same; through Jesus Christ your Son our 

Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen. 

 

First Reading 

1 Kings 3.5-12 
5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a 

dream by night; and God said, ‘Ask what I should 

give you.’ 6And Solomon said, ‘You have shown 

great and steadfast love to your servant my father 

David, because he walked before you in 

faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness 

of heart towards you; and you have kept for him 

this great and steadfast love, and have given him a 

son to sit on his throne today. 7And now, O 

LORD my God, you have made your servant king 

in place of my father David, although I am only a 

little child; I do not know how to go out or come 

in. 8And your servant is in the midst of the people 

whom you have chosen, a great people, so 

numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 
9Give your servant therefore an understanding 

mind to govern your people, able to discern 

between good and evil; for who can govern this 

your great people?’ 10It pleased the Lord that 

Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him, 

‘Because you have asked this, and have not asked 

for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of 

your enemies, but have asked for yourself 

understanding to discern what is right, 12I now do 

according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise 

and discerning mind; no one like you has been 

before you and no one like you shall arise after 

you.’  

 

 

Gospel 

Matthew 13.31-33,44-52 
31Jesus put before the crowd another parable: 

‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed 

that someone took and sowed in his field; 32it is 

the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has 

grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a 

tree, so that the birds of the air come and make 

nests in its branches.’ 33He told them another 

parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that 

a woman took and mixed in with three measures 

of flour until all of it was leavened. 44The kingdom 

of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which 

someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes 

and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
45Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant 

in search of fine pearls; 46on finding one pearl of 

great value, he went and sold all that he had and 

bought it. 47Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 

net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish 

of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it 

ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets 

but threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of 

the age. The angels will come out and separate 

the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into 

the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping 

and gnashing of teeth. 51Have you understood all 

this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.’ 52And he said to 

them, ‘Therefore every scribe who has been 

trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the 

master of a household who brings out of his 

treasure what is new and what is old.’  

 

Reflection – Claire Whitmore (Ordinand) 

 

Post communion – (priest only) 
Lord God, whose Son is the true vine and the 

source of life, ever giving himself that the world 

may live: may we so receive within ourselves 

the power of his death and passion that, in his 

saving cup, we may share his glory and be made 

perfect in his love; for he is alive and reigns, now 

and for ever. Amen. 
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