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Sunday next before Lent 

also Racial Justice Sunday  

 

 

The Collect (priest only) 

Almighty Father, whose Son was revealed in 

majesty before he suffered death upon the cross: 

give us grace to perceive his glory, that we may 
be strengthened to suffer with him and be 

changed into his likeness, from glory to glory; 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 

 

 

First Reading 

2 Kings 2.1,4-12 
1When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to 

heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 

their way from Gilgal 
4Elijah said to him, ‘Elisha, stay here; for the 

LORD has sent me to Jericho.’ But he said, ‘As 

the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not 

leave you.’ So they came to Jericho. 5The 

company of prophets who were at Jericho drew 

near to Elisha, and said to him, ‘Do you know 

that today the LORD will take your master away 

from you?’ And he answered, ‘Yes, I know; be 

silent.’ 6Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here; for the 

LORD has sent me to the Jordan.’ But he said, 

‘As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will 

not leave you.’ So the two of them went on. 7Fifty 

men of the company of prophets also went, and 

stood at some distance from them, as they both 

were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his 

mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the 

water was parted to the one side and to the 

other, until the two of them crossed on dry 
ground. 9When they had crossed, Elijah said to 

Elisha, ‘Tell me what I may do for you, before I 

am taken from you.’ Elisha said, ‘Please let me 

inherit a double share of your spirit.’ 

 10He responded, ‘You have asked a hard thing; 

yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it 

will be granted you; if not, it will not.’ 11As they 

continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire 

and horses of fire separated the two of them, and 

Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha 

kept watching and crying out, ‘Father, father! The 

chariots of Israel and its horsemen!’ But when he 

could no longer see him, he grasped his own 

clothes and tore them in two pieces.  
 

Gospel 

Mark 9.2-9 
2Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, 

and led them up a high mountain apart, by 

themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 
3and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no 

one on earth could bleach them. 4And there 

appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 

talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, 

‘Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make 

three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and 

one for Elijah.’ 6He did not know what to say, for 

they were terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed 

them, and from the cloud there came a voice, 

‘This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!’ 
8Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no 

one with them any more, but only Jesus. 9As they 

were coming down the mountain, he ordered 

them to tell no one about what they had seen, 

until after the Son of Man had risen from the 

dead.  

 

Post communion (priest only) 
Holy God, we see your glory in the face of Jesus 

Christ: may we who are partakers at his table 

reflect his life in word and deed, that all the world 

may know his power to change and save. This we 

ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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First Sunday of Lent 

 

The Collect (priest only) 

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ fasted 

forty days in the wilderness, and was tempted as 

we are, yet without sin: give us grace to discipline 

ourselves in obedience to your Spirit; and, as you 

know our weakness, so may we know your 

power to save; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 

 

First Reading  

Genesis 9.8-17 

8Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 
9‘As for me, I am establishing my covenant with 

you and your descendants after you, 10and with 

every living creature that is with you, the birds, 

the domestic animals, and every animal of the 

earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I 

establish my covenant with you, that never again 

shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, 

and never again shall there be a flood to destroy 

the earth.’ 12God said, ‘This is the sign of the 

covenant that I make between me and you and 

every living creature that is with you, for all 

future generations: 13I have set my bow in the 

clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 

between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds 

over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 
15I will remember my covenant that is between 

me and you and every living creature of all flesh; 

and the waters shall never again become a flood 

to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the 

clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting 

covenant between God and every living creature 

of all flesh that is on the earth.’ 17God said to 

Noah, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I have 

established between me and all flesh that is on 

the earth.’ 

Gospel 

Mark 1.9-15 

9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of 

Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
10And just as he was coming up out of the water, 

he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 

descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came 

from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with 

you I am well pleased.’ 

12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into 

the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness forty 

days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild 

beasts; and the angels waited on him. 14Now after 

John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, 

proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, 

‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has 
come near; repent, and believe in the good news.’  

 

Post communion (priest only) 

Lord God, you have renewed us with the living 

bread from heaven; by it you nourish our faith, 

increase our hope, and strengthen our love: teach 

us always to hunger for him who is the true and 

living bread, and enable us to live by every word 

that proceeds from out of your mouth; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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Second Sunday of Lent 

 

 

The Collect (priest only) 

Almighty God, you show to those who are in error 

the light of your truth, that they may return to the 

way of righteousness: 

grant to all those who are admitted into the fellowship 

of Christ’s religion, that they may reject those things 

that are contrary to their profession, and follow all 

such things as are agreeable to the same; through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 

 

First Reading 

Genesis 17.1-7,15-16 

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD 

appeared to Abram, and said to him, ‘I am God 

Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I 

will make my covenant between me and you, and will 

make you exceedingly numerous.’ 3Then Abram fell on 

his face; and God said to him, 4‘As for me, this is my 

covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a 

multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be 

Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have 

made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I 

will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make 

nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will 

establish my covenant between me and you, and your 

offspring after you throughout their generations, for 

an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your 

offspring after you. 

15God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you 

shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16I 

will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by 

her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; 

kings of peoples shall come from her.’  

 

Gospel 

Mark 8.31-38 

31Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man 

must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the 

elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, 

and after three days rise again. 32He said all this quite 

openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 

him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he 

rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For 

you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 

human things.’ 

34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to 

them, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them 

deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 

me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, 

and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the 

sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit 

them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 
37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 
38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in 

this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son 

of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the 

glory of his Father with the holy angels.’  

 

Post communion (priest only) 

Almighty God, you see that we have no power of 

ourselves to help ourselves: 

keep us both outwardly in our bodies, 

and inwardly in our souls; that we may be defended 

from all adversities  which may happen to the 

body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and 

hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Third Sunday of Lent 

 

 

The Collect (priest only) 

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to 

joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not into 

glory before he was crucified: ercifully grant that we, 

walking in the way of the cross, 

may find it none other than the way of life and peace; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 

First Reading 

Exodus 20.1-17 
1Then God spoke all these words: 2I am the LORD 

your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 

out of the house of slavery; 3you shall have no other 

gods before me. 
4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in 

the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is 

on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under 

the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or 

worship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous 

God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to 

the third and the fourth generation of those who 

reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the 

thousandth generation of those who love me and 

keep my commandments. 
7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the 

LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit 

anyone who misuses his name. 
8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six 

days you shall labour and do all your work. 10But the 

seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you 

shall not do any work – you, your son or your 

daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or 

the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the 

LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is 

in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the 

LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 

12Honour your father and your mother, so that your 

days may be long in the land that the LORD your God 

is giving you. 
13You shall not murder. 
14You shall not commit adultery. 
15You shall not steal. 
16You shall not bear false witness against your 

neighbour. 
17You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you 

shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or male or 

female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that 

belongs to your neighbour. 

 

Gospel 

John 2.13-22 

13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went 

up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found people 

selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money-

changers seated at their tables. 15Making a whip of 

cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both 

the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins 

of the money-changers and overturned their tables. 
16He told those who were selling the doves, ‘Take 

these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s 

house a market-place!’ 17His disciples remembered 

that it was written, ‘Zeal for your house will consume 

me.’ 18The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can you 

show us for doing this?’ 19Jesus answered them, 

‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 

up.’ 20They then said, ‘This temple has been under 

construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it 

up in three days?’ 21But he was speaking of the temple 

of his body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his 

disciples remembered that he had said this; and they 

believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had 

spoken.  

Post communion (priest only) 

Merciful Lord, grant your people grace to withstand 

the temptations of the world, the flesh and the devil, 

and with pure hearts and minds to follow you, the 

only God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Also Mothering Sunday  

 

The Collect (priest only) 

Merciful Lord, absolve your people from their 

offences, that through your bountiful goodness 

we may all be delivered from the chains of those 

sins which by our frailty we have committed; 

grant this, heavenly Father, 

for Jesus Christ’s sake, our blessed Lord and 

Saviour, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen 

 

First Reading 

Numbers 21.4-9 

4The Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, 

to go around the land of Edom; but the people 

became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke 

against God and against Moses, ‘Why have you 

brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 

wilderness? For there is no food and no water, 

and we detest this miserable food.’ 6Then the 

LORD sent poisonous serpents among the 

people, and they bit the people, so that many 

Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and 

said, ‘We have sinned by speaking against the 

LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take 

away the serpents from us.’ So Moses prayed for 

the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, ‘Make 

a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and 

everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.’ 
9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it 

upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit 

someone, that person would look at the serpent 

of bronze and live.  

 

 

Gospel 

John 3.14-21 

Jesus said to Nicodemus: 14‘Just as Moses lifted up 

the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 

Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him 

may have eternal life. 

16‘For God so loved the world that he gave his 

only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 

may not perish but may have eternal life. 

17‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but in order that 

the world might be saved through him. 18Those 

who believe in him are not condemned; but those 

who do not believe are condemned already, 

because they have not believed in the name of the 

only Son of God. 19And this is the judgement, that 

the light has come into the world, and people 

loved darkness rather than light because their 

deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the 

light and do not come to the light, so that their 
deeds may not be exposed. 21But those who do 

what is true come to the light, so that it may be 

clearly seen that their deeds have been done in 

God.’  

 

Post communion (priest only) 

Lord God, whose blessed Son our Saviour 

gave his back to the smiters and did not hide his 

face from shame: give us grace to endure the 

sufferings of this present time 

with sure confidence in the glory that shall be 

revealed; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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Fifth Sunday of Lent  

The Collect (priest only) 

Most merciful God, who by the death and 

resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 

delivered and saved the world: grant that by faith 

in him who suffered on the cross we may triumph 

in the power of his victory; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen  

 

First Reading 

Jeremiah 31.31-34 

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, 

when I will make a new covenant with the house 

of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be 

like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 

when I took them by the hand to bring them out 

of the land of Egypt – a covenant that they broke, 

though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But 

this is the covenant that I will make with the 

house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I 

will put my law within them, and I will write it on 

their hearts; and I will be their God, and they 

shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach 

one another, or say to each other, ‘Know the 

LORD’, for they shall all know me, from the least 

of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will 

forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no 

more. 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel 

John 12.20-33 
20Among those who went up to worship at the 

festival were some Greeks. 21They came to Philip, 

who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to 

him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’ 22Philip went and 

told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and 

told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has 

come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very 

truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into 

the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; 

but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love 

their life lose it, and those who hate their life in 

this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever 

serves me must follow me, and where I am, there 

will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the 

Father will honour. 27‘Now my soul is troubled. 

And what should I say – “Father, save me from 

this hour”? No, it is for this reason that I have 

come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.’ 

Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified 

it, and I will glorify it again.’ 29The crowd standing 

there heard it and said that it was thunder. 

Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to him.’ 30Jesus 

answered, ‘This voice has come for your sake, 

not for mine. 31Now is the judgement of this 

world; now the ruler of this world will be driven 

out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, 

will draw all people to myself.’ 33He said this to 

indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

 

Post communion (priest only) 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us that what 

we do for the least of our brothers and sisters 

we do also for you: give us the will to be the 

servant of others as you were the servant of all, 

and gave up your life and died for us, but are alive 

and reign, now and for ever. Amen 
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