Prayers and Readings for Holy Communion Services
Registered Charity 1132975

29th and 30th August 2020
Twelfth ‘Sunday’ after Trinity
The Collect – (priest only)
Almighty and everlasting God,
you are always more ready to hear than we to pray
and to give more than either we desire or deserve:
pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy,
forgiving us those things of which our conscience is
afraid and giving us those good things which we are
not worthy to ask but through the merits and
mediation of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen

First Reading
Jeremiah 15.15-21
O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me,
and bring down retribution for me on my
persecutors. In your forbearance do not take me
away; know that on your account I suffer insult.
16Your words were found, and I ate them, and your
words became to me a joy and the delight of my
heart; for I am called by your name, O LORD, God
of hosts.
17I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor
did I rejoice; under the weight of your hand I sat
alone, for you had filled me with indignation.
18Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed? Truly, you are to me like a
deceitful brook, like waters that fail.
15

Therefore, thus says the LORD: If you turn back, I
will take you back, and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious, and not what is
worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. It is they
who will turn to you, not you who will turn to them.
20And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of
bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not
prevail over you, for I am with you to save you and
deliver you, says the LORD. 21I will deliver you out of
the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the
grasp of the ruthless.
19

Gospel
Matthew 16.21-28
Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of
the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed,
and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him
aside and began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it,
Lord! This must never happen to you.’ 23But he
turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You
are a stumbling-block to me; for you are setting your
mind not on divine things but on human things.’
Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become
my followers, let them deny themselves and take up
their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to
save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life
for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit them if
they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or
what will they give in return for their life?
24

For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the
glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone
for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are
some standing here who will not taste death before
they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.’
27

Post communion – (priest only)
God of all mercy,
in this eucharist you have set aside our sins
and given us your healing:
grant that we who are made whole in Christ
may bring that healing to this broken world,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Prayers and Readings for Holy Communion Services
Registered Charity 1132975

5th and 6th September 2020

Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity
The Collect – (priest only)
Almighty God,
who called your Church to bear witness
that you were in Christ reconciling the world to
yourself:
help us to proclaim the good news of your love,
that all who hear it may be drawn to you;
through him who was lifted up on the cross,
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen

First Reading
Ezekiel 33.7-11
The word of the Lord came to me: 7So you, mortal, I
have made a sentinel for the house of Israel;
whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall
give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked,
‘O wicked ones, you shall surely die,’ and you do not
speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways,
the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I
will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked
to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from
their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but
you will have saved your life.
Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus
you have said: ‘Our transgressions and our sins weigh
upon us, and we waste away because of them; how
then can we live?’ 11Say to them, As I live, says the
Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the
wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and
live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for
why will you die, O house of Israel?
10

Gospel
Matthew 18.15-20
Jesus said, ‘If another member of the church sins
against you, go and point out the fault when the two
of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you
have regained that one. 16But if you are not listened
to, take one or two others along with you, so that
every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two
or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen
to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender
refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be
to you as a Gentile and a tax-collector. 18Truly I tell
you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of
you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be
done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where
two or three are gathered in my name, I am there
among them.’

Post communion –

(priest only)

God our creator, you feed your children with the
true manna, the living bread from heaven:
let this holy food sustain us through our earthly
pilgrimage until we come to that place where hunger
and thirst are no more; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen
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12th and 13th September 2020

Gospel
Matthew 18.21-35

Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity
The Collect – (priest only)
Almighty God,
whose only Son has opened for us
a new and living way into your presence:
give us pure hearts and steadfast wills
to worship you in spirit and in truth;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen

First Reading
Genesis 50.15-21
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s
brothers said, ‘What if Joseph still bears a grudge
against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong
that we did to him?’ 16So they approached Joseph,
saying, ‘Your father gave this instruction before he
died, 17“Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of
your brothers and the wrong they did in harming
you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the
servants of the God of your father.’ Joseph wept
when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also
wept, fell down before him, and said, ‘We are here as
your slaves.’ 19But Joseph said to them, ‘Do not be
afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though you
intended to do harm to me, God intended it for
good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he
is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide
for you and your little ones.’ In this way he reassured
them, speaking kindly to them.
15

Peter came and said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if another
member of the church sins against me, how often
should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ 22Jesus said
to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventyseven times.
21

For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who wished to settle accounts
with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one
who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to
him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him
to be sold, together with his wife and children and all
his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the
slave fell on his knees before him, saying, “Have
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.”
27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave
released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that
same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his
fellow-slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and
seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay what you
owe.” 29Then his fellow-slave fell down and pleaded
with him, “Have patience with me, and I will pay
you.” 30But he refused; then he went and threw him
into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his
fellow-slaves saw what had happened, they were
greatly distressed, and they went and reported to
their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord
summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with
me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellowslave, as I had mercy on you?” 34And in anger his lord
handed him over to be tortured until he would pay
his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do
to every one of you, if you do not forgive your
brother or sister from your heart.’
23

Post communion – (priest only)
Lord God, the source of truth and love,
keep us faithful to the apostles’ teaching and
fellowship,
united in prayer and the breaking of bread,
and one in joy and simplicity of heart,
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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19th and 20th September 2020
Fifteenth ‘Sunday’ after Trinity
The Collect – (priest only)
God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit
upon your Church in the burning fire of your love:
grant that your people may be fervent in the fellowship
of the gospel that, always abiding in you, they may be
found steadfast in faith and active in service; through
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, Amen

First Reading Jonah 3.10-4.11
10When

God saw what the people of Nineveh did, how
they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind
about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon
them; and he did not do it. 1But this was very
displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed
to the LORD and said, ‘O LORD! Is not this what I said
while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled
to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a
gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from
punishing. 3And now, O LORD, please take my life from
me, for it is better for me to die than to live.’ 4And the
LORD said, ‘Is it right for you to be angry?’ 5Then Jonah
went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and
made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the
shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.
6The

LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come
up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him
from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the
bush. 7But when dawn came up the next day, God
appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it
withered. 8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry
east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah
so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He
said, ‘It is better for me to die than to live.’ 9But God
said to Jonah, ‘Is it right for you to be angry about the
bush?’ And he said, ‘Yes, angry enough to die.’ 10Then
the LORD said, ‘You are concerned about the bush, for
which you did not labour and which you did not grow;
it came into being in a night and perished in a night.
11And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that
great city, in which there are more than a hundred and
twenty thousand people who do not know their right
hand from their left, and also many animals?’

Gospel Matthew 20.1-16
Jesus said, 1‘The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner
who went out early in the morning to hire labourers
for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the labourers for
the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard.
3When he went out about nine o'clock, he saw others
standing idle in the market-place; 4and he said to them,
“You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you
whatever is right.” So they went. 5When he went out
again about noon and about three o'clock, he did the
same. 6And about five o'clock he went out and found
others standing around; and he said to them, “Why are
you standing here idle all day?” 7They said to him,
“Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You
also go into the vineyard.” 8When evening came, the
owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the
labourers and give them their pay, beginning with the
last and then going to the first.” 9When those hired
about five o'clock came, each of them received the
usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they
thought they would receive more; but each of them
also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they
received it, they grumbled against the landowner,
12saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you
have made them equal to us who have borne the
burden of the day and the scorching heat.” 13But he
replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no
wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily
wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to
give to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not
allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me?
Or are you envious because I am generous?” 16So the
last will be first, and the first will be last.’

Post communion – (priest only)
Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual
mercy; and, because without you our human frailty
cannot but fall, keep us ever by your help from all
things hurtful,
and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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26th and 27th September 2020
Sixteenth ‘Sunday’ after Trinity
The Collect – (priest only)
O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the
prayers of your people who call upon you;
and grant that they may both perceive and know
what things they ought to do, and also may have
grace and power faithfully to fulfil them;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen

First Reading
Ezekiel 18.1-4,25-32
What do you mean by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, ‘The parents have eaten
sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on
edge’? 3As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb
shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all
lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life
of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins
that shall die. 25Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is
unfair.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the
righteous turn away from their righteousness and
commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity
that they have committed they shall die. 27Again,
when the wicked turn away from the wickedness
they have committed and do what is lawful and right,
they shall save their life. 28Because they considered
and turned away from all the transgressions that they
had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not
die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the
Lord is unfair.’ O house of Israel, are my ways unfair?
Is it not your ways that are unfair?
2

Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of
you according to your ways, says the Lord GOD.
Repent and turn from all your transgressions;
otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast away from
you all the transgressions that you have committed
against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new
spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I
have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the
Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live.
30

Gospel Matthew 21.23-32
When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and
the elders of the people came to him as he was
teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are you doing
these things, and who gave you this authority?’ 24Jesus
said to them, ‘I will also ask you one question; if you
tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what
authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John
come from heaven, or was it of human origin?’ And
they argued with one another, ‘If we say, “From
heaven,” he will say to us, “Why then did you not
believe him?” 26But if we say, “Of human origin,” we
are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a
prophet.’ 27So they answered Jesus, ‘We do not
know.’ And he said to them, ‘Neither will I tell you by
what authority I am doing these things.
What do you think? A man had two sons; he went
to the first and said, “Son, go and work in the
vineyard today.” 29He answered, “I will not”; but later
he changed his mind and went. 30The father went to
the second and said the same; and he answered, “I
go, sir”; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the
will of his father?’ They said, ‘The first.’ Jesus said to
them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax-collectors and the
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead
of you. 32For John came to you in the way of
righteousness and you did not believe him, but the
tax-collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and
even after you saw it, you did not change your minds
and believe him.’
28

Post communion – (priest only)
Almighty God,
you have taught us through your Son
that love is the fulfilling of the law:
grant that we may love you with our whole heart
and our neighbours as ourselves;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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3rd and 4th October 2020

Gospel
Matthew 21.33-46

Seventeenth ‘Sunday’ after
Trinity/Harvest
The Collect – (priest only)
Almighty God, you have made us for yourself,
and our hearts are restless till they find their rest in
you: pour your love into our hearts and draw us to
yourself, and so bring us at last to your heavenly city
where we shall see you face to face;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen

First Reading
Isaiah 5.1-7
Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning
his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very
fertile hill. 2He dug it and cleared it of stones, and
planted it with choice vines; he built a watch-tower
in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he
expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.
1

And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of
Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. 4What
more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not
done in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, why
did it yield wild grapes?
5And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard.
I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I
will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled
down. 6I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned
or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and
thorns; I will also command the clouds that they rain
no rain upon it. 7For the vineyard of the LORD of
hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah
are his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw
bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry!
3
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Jesus said, Listen to another parable. There was a
landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence
around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to
another country. 34When the harvest time had come,
he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his
produce. 35But the tenants seized his slaves and beat
one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he
sent other slaves, more than the first; and they
treated them in the same way. 37Finally he sent his
son to them, saying, “They will respect my son.” 38But
when the tenants saw the son, they said to
themselves, “This is the heir; come, let us kill him and
get his inheritance.” 39So they seized him, threw him
out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40Now when the
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to
those tenants?’ 41They said to him, ‘He will put those
wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard
to other tenants who will give him the produce at the
harvest time.’
Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the
scriptures: “The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s
doing, and it is amazing in our eyes”?
43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be
taken away from you and given to a people that
produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44The one who
falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will
crush anyone on whom it falls.’
42

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his
parables, they realized that he was speaking about
them. 46They wanted to arrest him, but they feared
the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.
45

Post communion – (priest only)
Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede
and follow us, and make us continually to be given to
all good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

